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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 5 April. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Darling Range) [4.23 pm]:  My first comments are to thank the electors of the Darling Range 
electorate for re-electing me to represent them in this house for the next four years.  All members feel that it is a 
privilege to be members of this, or any, Australian Parliament.  It is not a privilege available to many members 
of the community.  As much as it is hard work and involves long hours on many occasions, it is an opportunity 
that I very much appreciate.  I am pleased that the primary vote for the Liberal Party in the Darling Range 
electorate increased by about 10 per cent in this year’s election, compared with the vote in 2001.  Although the 
primary vote was not as high as it was before 2001, I am very pleased that support for the Liberal Party has 
moved back towards previous levels in the area.  The boundaries of the electorate have changed fairly 
significantly since the 2001 election.  I now have the responsibility of representing electors in all or part of 
Orange Grove, Martin, Wattle Grove, Roleystone, Kelmscott and Karragullen.  I once again represent electors 
whom I originally represented when I was originally elected, but whom I have not represented since the 1996 
election, in the areas of Pickering Brook, Carmel, Walliston, Bickley and Canning Mills.  I look forward to 
providing what I hope will be regarded as effective representation for all those parts of the electorate that are 
newly included within the boundaries, as well as continuing to represent those I have previously represented in 
Kalamunda, Lesmurdie, Forrestfield, Maida Vale, Gooseberry Hill and surrounding areas.   
The main local issue in the state election was the future role of the Kalamunda District Community Hospital.  I 
have spoken about this issue on a number of occasions in this chamber, particularly since 2001, when it became, 
unfortunately, a major issue.  A great deal of uncertainty arose about the future of the hospital following the 
election of a Labor government in February 2001.  In particular, there is a great deal of community concern 
about the future provision of maternity services at the hospital.  It is unfortunately the stated intention of the 
government to remove maternity services from the Kalamunda hospital and transfer them to the Swan District 
Hospital.  I have no issue with the state of services provided at the Swan District Hospital, but I am very 
conscious of the fact that there is a very strong community attachment to the Kalamunda hospital, and none more 
so than in the area of maternity services.   
Construction work is currently being undertaken at the hospital.  I am pleased that, after four years of delays, 
work finally commenced not long before the last election.  Unfortunately, the redevelopment work being 
undertaken at the moment will only affect ward areas by providing en suite bathrooms and other improvements.  
The work does absolutely nothing for the operating theatres, the central sterile supply department or the 
maternity services area.  All these areas need attention, and were intended to be included in the redevelopment as 
designed during the time of the previous coalition government before the 2001 election.  That is an unfortunate 
omission by the current government.  It was interesting that the media statement put out by the Minister for 
Health in November of last year that the current redevelopment was to go ahead, contained, to my recollection, 
no mention of the amount of funding required for the redevelopment.  From memory, I understand that it was 
around $4.5 million, which will consume the bulk of the remaining amount of the $5.5 million allocated by the 
previous coalition government in the May 2000 budget.  To me, that is not a very good value for money exercise, 
given the relatively limited scope of works occurring.  With the passage of four years or so, there is no doubt that 
the effects of inflation would ensure that the funds originally allocated would not go as far as was originally 
intended.   
The main concern is the expected loss of maternity services from the hospital, as determined by the current 
government.  This will result in a loss of skilled general practitioner obstetricians and other specialists from the 
hospital.  That will be a very retrograde step, not only for the people of the Kalamunda hospital catchment area, 
but also on a wider basis in Western Australia, because it means there will not be the same opportunity for GP 
obstetricians to practise their skills and to provide a genuine service to the community in the same way they are 
at the moment.  I implore the government to rethink this issue.  The way the government is approaching the 
matter is not the only responsible course of action that can be taken.  In my view, and in the view of the 
community in my electorate, whilst the clinical expertise is available - that is an important qualification; I do not 
expect miracles - as it is at the moment, while there are dedicated doctors and midwives available to provide 
maternity services at the Kalamunda hospital, they should be able to continue doing so in a well-managed and 
clinically-responsible way.  I implore the government to reconsider this issue.  I do not want it to remain a 
political issue.  It certainly was an issue during the election campaign, understandably because the community 
has expected me to take up the issue over the past four years, and there was a clear point of difference between 
the Liberal Party and the Labor Party during the recent election campaign.  It is not my aim for it to continue as a 
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political issue.  My aim is to ensure that the wishes of the local community are fulfilled and that the government 
does reconsider this issue in a responsible way.  If the government does undertake a sensible reconsideration of 
this issue, I will welcome the change of mind.   
Secondly, concern has also been expressed about the loss of more complex surgical services from the hospital.  
The Reid report put out by the government last year contained a recommendation that multi-day surgical services 
should be removed from the hospital.  The government tried to equivocate on that before the election, but I am 
concerned, now that the election is out of the way, that it will take a similar course of action to that which it has 
taken in respect of Royal Perth Hospital and move towards substantially changing the services which are 
provided and which will be to the detriment of the local community. 
Thirdly, concern was expressed about the proposal to reduce the number of beds.  The Reid report contained a 
recommendation to reduce the number of beds from 53 to 25.  I have not heard any clear statement from the 
government that it intends to do otherwise, although some statements have been made by some of the local staff 
that there will not be a reduction to 25 beds, but at the very least we need a clear statement from the government 
about what it proposes to do.  Again, my concern is that, now that the election is out of the way, there will be a 
substantial reduction in the number of beds at the Kalamunda hospital, which would also be a great detriment to 
the local community and also the community on a wider basis.  The metropolitan area would lose a very good 
local community hospital which could also provide a very important service to patients from other metropolitan 
areas by accepting secondary patients out of the tertiary hospitals and to which the Minister for Health referred 
as something that needs to occur. 
Another significant local issue is the amount of graffiti that has proliferated in my electorate and on a much 
wider basis throughout Western Australia, particularly over the past two or three years.  This seems to have 
occurred since the graffiti task force was abolished by the current government.  I urge the government to work 
much more effectively and to adequately fund a graffiti task force so that there can be more effective cooperation 
between state government agencies and local governments to quickly and effectively remove the very large and 
unfortunate amount of graffiti that we are now seeing and that I have noticed in many areas of my electorate.  
The government just seems to have washed its hands of this issue and has taken very little action at all to remove 
something that is very unsightly and leads to a great loss of amenity in many neighbourhoods, including my 
electorate, whether in Forrestfield, Kalamunda, Lesmurdie, Roleystone or elsewhere.   
Another important local issue in my electorate, although it was not so much of an issue during the election 
campaign itself but is an issue at the moment, is the initial proposal for a brickworks to be established on land 
owned by the Westralia Airports Corporation just to the north of Kalamunda Road in South Guildford.  It is 
possible to have a sensible debate about this sort of proposal, but it does appear clear that, before anything like 
that can go ahead, there needs to be a very full environmental assessment and a wider planning assessment.  The 
complication in this case is that the land is under the control of the federal government.  I recognise that the role 
of the state, therefore, is not quite the same as it would be if this land were directly under the control of the state 
government and the Parliament.  I have taken up this issue and written to the state Ministers for Planning and 
Infrastructure and Environment and also the federal Minister for Transport.  I am pleased to say that I have 
received responses from those three ministers and it does appear fairly clear, although I am not certain at this 
stage, that if this proposal were to go further, there would be a need for what is known as a major development 
plan to be undertaken under federal legislation before it could be considered in further detail.  A major 
development plan process would ensure that there would be community consultation and people would have the 
ability to make submissions.  Given the scale of this sort of works, I have little doubt that such a process would 
be necessary.  I have also written to Westralia Airports Corporation about this issue but I have not as yet 
received a response.  I am not being critical of the corporation for that, because it was only five or six weeks ago 
and this is a reasonably complicated issue, but I hope it responds in a more timely manner than has been the case 
in another issue about which I have written concerning the planned reopening of Grogan Road in the 
Forrestfield-High Wycombe area to enable a much quicker link between the industrial area in the old Forrestfield 
marshalling yards in the shire of Kalamunda with the international airport terminal and the associated freight 
facilities.  I wrote to WAC about 18 months ago and, despite a number of follow-ups, including one in writing, I 
am yet to receive a response.  I hope it responds to me about the debate on the brickworks in a more timely 
manner. 
Up until the election and just a little after, I was responsible for the education and training portfolio in the 
opposition and I know there are many people in the education community in Western Australia who hoped for a 
change of government for a number of reasons, but in part to see an end to what was a quite divisive, 
inflammatory and rather simplistic approach taken by the government to many issues in education during its first 
four years and, in particular, by the previous minister.  I have no doubt that the previous minister has a 
passionate interest in many aspects of education, but there is also no doubt that the approach taken was on many 
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occasions more designed to get prominent headlines and to give the appearance of making effective changes 
rather than being based on good educational policy and professional advice.  There is no doubt that there was a 
desire to get good headlines and to engage in what most people would regard as gimmicks, as opposed to making 
changes of substance that would genuinely benefit the education of children in Western Australia.  A number of 
issues are still unresolved, which the new Minister for Education and Training will need to face.  I will mention a 
couple of them: one is the pupil-free day issue, when the previous minister made a unilateral decision that all 
pupil-free days would be taken as a group of five at the end of the school year rather than being taken during the 
school year, or, alternatively, teachers would have to find time in their own time, whether at weekends, after-
school hours or in between term holidays to undertake professional development.  For reasons I have outlined in 
this chamber previously, that system is not working.  It is not supported by teachers or parents or by school 
administrators and it needs to change.  It was a stunt when it was announced; it is very poor policy and needs to 
be changed.  

The issue of school fees also remains a significant problem in schools in which collection rates have dropped off 
substantially.  The opposition released a good policy before the election which, to a large extent, arose out of 
necessity.  The coalition said that if it were elected to government it would pay $40 for each primary student and 
the balance of $235, which is not otherwise paid by government for each secondary school student, to alleviate 
this problem.  There is a great deal of inequity among families given that some families are doing the right thing 
and paying fees while others are choosing not to pay even though, in some cases, they can afford to.  Inequity 
exists among schools because some schools have relatively high collection rates and many schools have either 
very modest or very low collection rates.  Therefore funding is inequitable and schools with fewer funds are 
unable to provide good education facilities, equipment and other consumable items for their students.  That is an 
area that also needs change.  It was a very poor policy designed more for short-term political purposes by the 
Labor Party during its first term of government and should be changed.  

There is also a significant issue concerning the curriculum, particularly that for post-compulsory years.  A major 
process is in train to extend the curriculum framework to years 11 and 12.  That will create a substantial change 
to the assessment methods and, to a large extent, to course content.  I am pleased to see that The West Australian 
has given this issue some coverage particularly over the past month or two, as it did towards the latter half of last 
year.  Had the coalition been elected to government it would have undertaken a review of the curriculum 
framework, particularly for the post-compulsory years, not to throw out the whole framework, because there are 
many well founded changes.  Nevertheless, the benefits of the curriculum framework’s implementation over the 
past 10 years or so should be assessed to determine whether year 11 and 12 students are likely to benefit from the 
changes.  Many experienced teachers have major concerns about the changes.  A process must be established in 
which all these issues can be weighed in a balanced and responsible way.  

During the state election campaign I was amazed to learn about the response by the Labor Party to a request for 
responses to a number of questions asked by the Western Australian Primary Principals Association and the 
Western Australian Secondary School Executives Association.  They wrote to both the major parties, and 
possibly other parties, seeking responses to a number of questions on important policy issues.  The opposition 
went to some effort to ensure a well thought out response was provided to both organisations.  I was amazed to 
learn - at least about the response to the Primary Principals Association; I assume it would have been the same 
response to the Secondary School Executives Association - that the former Minister for Education and Training 
indicated that it was not possible for him to respond because the government was in caretaker mode.  He 
indicated that a request for a response had been sent to the Department of Education and Training.  That was an 
astounding response.  Of course governments go into caretaker mode during election campaigns.  However, that 
in no way prevents political parties, members of Parliament or ministers from providing answers on important 
policy questions about what approach they would take if they were either elected or re-elected to government.  It 
demonstrates a very shallow approach to education during the past election campaign by the Labor Party.  I am 
sorry to say that it reflects a substantial degree of laziness, and I do not say this lightly about the previous 
minister.  It also raises questions about the hollow policy approach of the Labor Party.  I found it astounding that 
a Minister for Education and Training, who had responsibility for that portfolio for four years, or someone else 
in the Labor Party, could not provide a sensible answer to those questions.  

I have been speaking about the state election, and at present local government elections are under way in 
Western Australia.  Understandably, in some cases, local government elections, as much as state and federal 
elections, can produce some very strong contests between candidates.  In some cases there is no contest; 
candidates are elected unopposed.  In other cases some very strong and bitter contests are fought between 
candidates.  I have been very disappointed to receive some material produced over the past few months or so in 
the Shires of Kalamunda and Mundaring.  Although it has not been overtly packaged as local government 
election material, it is clearly intended to have some influence on the outcome of local government elections in 
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those two shires.  I am referring to material produced in the guise of an independent publication purporting to 
inform the community about various issues or supposed scandals, which some people believe may exist but 
which, in reality, are clearly designed to influence the outcome of the present local government elections.  I have 
in mind a publication known as The Guardian, which has been distributed around the Shire of Kalamunda.  
Three copies of this publication have been produced, the most recent in the past couple of weeks or so and the 
first in November 2004, by an organisation called the Kalamunda Community Guardian Incorporated.  There is 
nothing wrong with that.  As indicated in the publication, the editor is Mr Frank Lindsey, who was an adversary 
of mine in the Liberal Party preselection process for the seat of Darling Range in the lead-up to the last election.  
However, that is a past issue and has no bearing on my comments.  My concern is that the comment in this 
publication is extremely one-sided.  It uses a well developed tactic by Mr Lindsey of manipulating or 
exaggerating a little information in such a way as to fulfil its intended purpose; namely, to make people look 
very bad, whom I regard as entirely decent and to be acting in the community’s interests.  That is the intention of 
this material; it is entirely unfair and unbalanced.  I do not have any brief for the individuals who are clearly the 
target of Mr Lindsey or those associated with him.  I have no involvement in local government elections apart 
from being a voter.  However, I am concerned that people who, with the best of intentions, are working hard, 
diligently and fairly are under attack through this sort of scurrilous publication.  I do not necessarily agree on 
every issue with the people who are targeted.  That is not the point.  People who produce this sort of material 
have a responsibility to act fairly if they are to have any credibility.  I note that in the first issue of his publication 
Mr Lindsey commented as follows - 

The Guardian hopes to fill this void by shining some light on local issues that would otherwise go 
unreported or be dealt with superficially at best.  

What Mr Lindsey and those associated with him need to do is provide a full explanation as to who is funding this 
publication and what their motivation is.  The publication provides absolutely no information about how it is 
being funded.  It is a four-page, A4-size glossy publication, which is printed in colour.  The community is owed 
an explanation as to who is behind this publication, who is funding it and what their motivation is.  If that is 
provided, we will all be in a much better position to make an informed comment about whether some of the 
comments contained in the publication are justified.   
I was also very disappointed to read some of the material that is produced and circulated in the Shire of 
Mundaring.  Again, I do not have any particular brief for the individuals who are targeted in the publication 
known as Shire Watch.  Although I may not agree with what the Kalamunda and Mundaring shire officers and 
councillors who are being targeted in The Guardian and Shire Watch say on every occasion, I have every reason 
to believe that they are diligent people acting lawfully and with the best intention of improving conditions and 
services within their community.  The Shire Watch publication has no authorisation on it.  It has no telephone 
contact number; all it has is a Mundaring post office box and a 1 800 fax number.  Clearly, there is a 
responsibility for those who are publishing this scurrilous information to identify themselves and to provide an 
authorisation and a telephone contact number so that they can be contacted and held to account.  Some of the 
claims in this publication are quite extreme.   
I was interested to learn that one of the Shire Watch publications - two issues have been distributed - was 
distributed with election advertising material for Linda Armstrong, a candidate for the south ward of the Shire of 
Mundaring, and with advertising material for real estate agent Kevin Black, who is currently a councillor with 
the Shire of Mundaring.  Clearly, we need an explanation as to who is behind that particular publication, and we 
need to know whether the distribution of that material with the other items to which I referred is a coincidence.  
These are important issues and the people involved should not be able to get away with what they are doing 
without some explanation.   

Amendment to Motion 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  In conclusion, I move - 

That the following words be added to the Address-in-Reply motion - 

but regrets to inform Your Excellency that the safety of participants in the horseracing industry 
has been ignored by the Western Australian government over the past four years 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [4.55 pm]:  I will speak to the amendment moved by the member for 
Darling Range and, in doing so, I speak about an issue that is of grave concern to those in the racing industry; 
that is, jockey safety in the thoroughbred industry and driver safety in the harness industry, which was formerly 
known as the trotting industry.  Members might be aware of a spate of falls over a period of four weeks not too 
long ago involving some 20 jockeys in Victoria, which resulted in the deaths of two riders.  Horrific injuries 
were suffered by other jockeys.  One of the jockeys injured was our own Damien Oliver, a Perth boy who went 
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to Melbourne and made good by winning all the big races, including the Melbourne Cup and the Cox Plate.  He 
became Australia’s leading jockey.  He suffered a very bad fall at Moonee Valley on 24 March, and experienced 
serious back and spinal injuries.  For a while it was feared that he would never ride again.  The best news he can 
hope for now is that he will ride again within the next 12 months.  Another jockey who was badly injured was 
Wayne Hokai, who Western Australians will remember rode with a lot of success in Perth some years ago.  He is 
a very good rider who was born in New Zealand and came to Australia.  He is very talented at his craft.  Wayne 
Hokai suffered shocking internal injuries in a fall at the trials.  He was in intensive care in a Melbourne hospital 
for some time.  The reason I raise these incidents is that the most alarming thing for people in racing that has 
arisen from these mishaps and from the tragedy in which the two jockeys died is that a number of our top 
jockeys, including Darren Gauci, Shane Dye - who is now based in Hong Kong - and Greg Childs, are greatly 
concerned about the safety vests and helmets that they are required to wear when they go about their job of 
riding horses during track work, trials and races.  These are the same safety vests and helmets that have been 
prescribed for them to wear by the so-called experts working on behalf of the industry.  However, the problem is 
that the jockeys who have to wear them when riding horses that weigh 500 kilos and when travelling at 60 
kilometres an hour in big fields around tight tracks, are now telling us that the safety vests that they are required 
to wear are no longer safe.  In fact, they are saying that the increase in the number of neck and spinal injuries that 
jockeys are suffering is basically due to the safety vests, which have the effect of wrapping them up so that when 
they fall to the ground and they go to tumble and roll, as jockeys are trained to do, they cannot do so because 
their bodies are in something similar to a straitjacket.  Members must remember that between 25 per cent and 
40 per cent of licensed jockey suffer an injury during any year.  That statistic that has been proven during the 
history of racing.  These people work in a high-risk industry, and that begs the question whether the industry is 
doing enough to protect them when they are doing such an important job.  Certainly I have been told by people 
in the industry that the answer to that is no.  We are talking about a multibillion dollar industry.  Horseracing is 
not a local gymkhana or an equestrian event.  This is an industry in which billions of dollars are invested every 
year by racing followers and punters around Australia.  If we continue to allow the people who ride horses in 
thoroughbred races and the people who drive the horses in harness races to be killed, we might as well close 
those two industries.  It is also of concern to me that Western Australia, which is also prone to having jockeys 
injured and indeed killed - during the history of racing in Western Australian, 35 jockeys have been killed; four, 
I think, in the past 15 or 16 years - is left out of the process when decisions are made on what jockeys and drivers 
should wear when doing their job.  The Australian standards are set by people on the other side of Australia, and 
our racing men and women who do the riding and driving are not involved in that decision making.  Recently our 
state’s chief racing steward, John Zucal, was highly critical of the Australian Racing Board for not including all 
states in a review that was conducted following Damien Oliver’s injuries.  That review was called only after 
Damien Oliver, the best jockey in Australia, had a serious fall.  Two other jockeys had died, but the call was 
really made when Damien Oliver had the fall and expressed a concern about the jockeys’ vests.  Racing NSW 
and Racing Victoria Ltd each put $50 000 towards a review of safety standards for jockeys.  However, John 
Zucal, the leading racing steward in Western Australia, said that that was not enough.  An article in The West 
Australian of 14 April reported that Zucal was adamant that any review of jockeys’ safety gear should be 
conducted at a national level.  He was disappointed that the Australian Racing Board rejected the stewards’ 
recommendation to appoint a professional medical panel to examine safety issues 12 months ago and was not 
tackling the jockey vest issue as a national problem.  Mr Zucal said that it was all right for Racing NSW and 
Racing Victoria each to put up $50 000 for an investigation, but where would the $100 000 go.  He also said that 
it should be a national inquiry, everybody should contribute to the review and the whole thing should be done 
properly.  This is a very serious issue that needs to be given utmost priority.   
The reason I am raising this issue today is to urge the Minister for Racing and Gaming in our state to put 
pressure on the Australian Racing Board to ensure that all states are included in the inquiry into jockey safety.  
The wellbeing and welfare of jockeys in Western Australia is of equal importance to that of jockeys in Sydney 
and Melbourne.  There is no difference.  They all do the same job and they all ride under the same Australian 
rules of racing.  I also think that our state should contribute to the inquiry and put at least $50 000 towards 
funding the inquiry.  Last year the Western Australian Totalisator Agency Board turned over $1 billion.  A 
massive amount of money is bet by punters in Western Australian on horseracing around Australia.  Some of that 
money should be put aside for programs to protect the futures of jockeys in this state, as well as in Australia.   
Australian harness racing is also affected by poor safety standards for people who participate on race nights.  I 
think that the comments of Fred Kersley today at a media conference should be taken into consideration.  
Kersley said that the helmets the drivers are asked to wear are too heavy and affect a driver’s balance and that 
the vests are too rigid.  Kersley’s own words were that the combination of the helmet and the protective vest has 
the potential to be lethal.  This is the very same safety gear that we are demanding people in the industry wear 
when they drive in races, yet a person such as Fred Kersley is saying that these helmets and protective vests have 
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the potential to be lethal.  Even the manufacturers cannot guarantee the safety of the people who take the horses 
around the track.  It is stated on one of the vests that injuries will not be prevented in accidents involving torsion, 
flexion, extension or crushing of the body.  Spinal protection is not provided.  The manufacturers are telling us 
that these vests are not designed to give drivers ultimate protection.  Kersley said that a proper investigation 
across the two codes is needed to identify exactly what injuries have occurred since protective vests were 
introduced.  This is a very serious issue.  He said that drivers in harness racing have suffered more fractured ribs, 
shoulder injuries and arm and head injuries since the vests and heavier helmets were brought in.  Fred Kersley, 
one of the biggest names in Australian racing, is asking for the same review in the trotting industry.   
I return to the racing industry, which has had far more fatalities.  Three hundred jockeys have been killed in 
Australia in the history of racing, and their names are on a monument that was recently erected at the entrance to 
Caulfield Racecourse.  Thirty-five jockeys have been killed in Western Australia.  When we consider that only 
80 jockeys are licensed at present in Western Australia, we can see that that is a big number.  What the jockeys 
say about these safety vests is quite staggering.  An article in the Herald Sun of 12 April, after the two riders 
were killed and Damien Oliver was injured, reported that Darren Gauci, one of the top riders in Australia, said 
that it was time that racing officials looked at the skull caps and the vests.  He said that jockeys cannot roll 
naturally while wearing these vests.  In referring to a fall by Damien Oliver at Moonee Valley, he said that when 
he went over Damien, he felt like a plank of wood trying to somersault.  The vests need to be more flexible.  We 
are putting these little jockeys, who have to control these massive beasts, into straitjackets.  When they have a 
fall - as I have already pointed out, falls are common - they cannot protect themselves; yet the authorities are 
saying that this is what they want jockeys to wear and that these vests have been tested and will withstand any 
sort of pressure.  The guys riding the horses are saying something completely different.   

Mr P.B. Watson:  Do you think there are too many race meetings now?  Jockeys are racing seven days a week.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Fatigue is a factor that has come up in the reviews that have been done to date.  I agree 
with that.  Jockeys are required to ride in far more races, as well as do track work.  Another leading jockey, Gary 
Willetts, whom we remember as the rider of Manikato, said at the funeral of Adrian Ledger that four jockeys had 
approached him and asked him whether he could do something about the vests, because they could not roll in 
them and had been trying for two years to have them changed.  These people ride in the industry, yet the people 
running the industry are saying that the vests are fine and that they should keep riding in the vests.  Pat Hyland, a 
former top jockey and now trainer, has agreed with the criticism that safety vests are too cumbersome and have 
contributed to a rash of vertebrae injuries.  He said that the vests are too stiff and that Shane Dye is 100 per cent 
right.  Greg Childs, who is a very experienced jockey, made probably the most graphic observation.  He said that 
head injuries are killing jockeys and the vests are perhaps paralysing them.  This is staggering stuff from the top 
riders in Australia.  They are pleading for some kind of inquiry into their welfare and for a better type of vest that 
will give them more flexibility.   

Yesterday I spoke to Damien Oliver on the telephone.  His spine has been so badly damaged that he will not be 
able to walk around a golf course for five months.  He is probably lucky that he is not in a wheelchair.  He said 
that jockeys in Japan have a vest that gives them more flexibility.  All we can hope is that this inquiry will come 
up with something that is more suitable for jockeys.   

Western Australia must be included in this inquiry.  I trust that the new Minister for Racing and Gaming will 
take this on board.  I am sure that he has the interests of racing at heart.  Western Australia must be involved.  
We must contact the Australian racing authorities and ensure that we have representatives at the inquiry and that 
we contribute financially and use the experience of our competitors.  Victoria had bad luck with its falls in two 
weeks, but they could quite easily have happened here.  That is the nature of the industry.  These things are very 
cyclical.  Only a couple of years ago Jason Oliver, Damien Oliver’s brother, was killed in a trial fall.  Nothing 
happened.  The horse snapped a leg at the finish of the trial, the jockey went down and the horse landed on top of 
him.  He was wearing a protective vest, but he suffered horrific injuries.  It is very easy for these things to 
happen.  We cannot turn our backs on it.  We have to address it.  I urge the minister and the people running the 
industry in this state to get involved in this inquiry.  It must be a national inquiry.  The jockeys and the people in 
the industry have to be consulted.  Damien Oliver said that the vests are too rigid, which everybody else has said.  
When a jockey falls, there is no flexibility.  Those comments were made by a jockey who had been told by the 
authorities that the vest had been made to protect him.  Damien Oliver also said that he believes the vests have 
contributed to the increase in back, neck and head injuries.  However, the most important thing that Damien 
Oliver said about this whole issue was that before safety equipment is introduced, there should be more dialogue 
between the people conducting the tests and the people in the industry.  He said that the industry needs to 
simulate the way in which jockeys fall.  Members will have seen simulated car crashes to test seatbelts and 
equipment in cars in which a car is slammed into a brick wall.  That cannot be done with a horse or a jockey.  
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However, there must be a way of simulating the impact that occurs to jockeys when they fall off a horse at 60 
kilometres an hour, such as how and at what angle they land and the opportunity to roll.  Jockeys are crying out 
for all these safety measures and if they are not implemented, we might find that jockeys will become a very 
diminishing breed.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Are you speaking to the Address-in-Reply?   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Yes. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I just want to get the point you are up to in the debate; that’s all.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Yes.  Members need only walk around Belmont park on any day and they will see Rod 
Kemp, a former leading jockey who is part paralysed.  He has made an amazing recovery just to be able to walk 
around the course.  He was Western Australia’s leading rider who rode thousands of winners. 

What I have said indicates that the racing industry is a high-risk industry.  A lot of money goes through the 
Totalisator Agency Board.  We can afford to conduct a study to save jockeys.  I again urge the people in charge 
of the racing industry and the Minister for Racing and Gaming to get behind this study being made in the eastern 
states.  I urge them to make sure that the Western Australian racing industry is represented by taking funds from 
the TAB or somewhere else for this study to prove to the rest of the world that we can come up with a means of 
giving jockeys better protection than they have now. 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [5.12 pm]:  I support the member for South Perth’s amendment.  I also know 
many people in the racing and harness racing industries.  That is probably as a result of our age and the places in 
which we have hung around over the years.   

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  They have indeed. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  As I said, I know a lot of people in the harness racing and racing industries.  I know some 
parents of jockeys who are absolutely terrified when their offspring are competing in both harness racing and 
horseracing, as they are very dangerous sports, as the member for South Perth said.  I take the point of the 
member for Albany about the number of meetings that take place now.  He is correct: there is too much racing.  
However, there is so much more danger now for those jockeys who ride seven days a week; that is, just in races.  
They participate in trials and many other aspects of racing before they reach the racetrack. 

Another issue is that not everybody agrees on the safety aspect of the vests that jockeys wear.  I believe there are 
pros and cons about them.  Some jockeys have said that they are fantastic and have saved their lives.  However, 
notice must be taken of what the real icons of the industry say, such as Shane Dye, Darren Gauci, Damien Oliver 
and those sorts of people, and Fred Kersley, a man of 55 years experience in the industry, who probably has 
some idea of what he is talking about. 

Another interesting issue is the fact that the New South Wales and Victorian racing authorities have supported 
this review.  They regard it as vital to safety and, as a result, have committed $50 000 to this study.  Some 
officials do not believe that is enough.  However, if the big racing states of Victoria and New South Wales 
support the study and in many ways we in Western Australia take our cue from the bigger states, we should be 
getting involved as well.  The Australian Jockey Association is also in favour of this inquiry.  The Australian 
harness racing authority has been talking about it for quite some time.  As I said, it is a most important health 
and safety issue. 

I was interested to hear from the minister earlier that it is not intended to privatise the Western Australian 
Totalisator Agency Board.  The member for South Perth, and the minister recently, made the point that it has 
been very profitable.  I estimate that if New South Wales and Victoria are contributing $50 000, they probably 
would not expect Western Australia to contribute that amount.  We could probably get away with $20 000, as 
our turnover is commensurate with that amount.  Therefore, what is preventing Racing and Wagering WA from 
contributing that $20 000 to conduct a review of the safety arrangements for jockeys who participate in the 
racing codes? 

The racing codes conduct national conferences on everything.  Members have probably heard about them - 
conferences on promotion, listed races, rules and racing dates.  There are national conferences on everything.  
Why could not a conference be held on safety?  It is hoped that RWWA is not being dictated to by its political 
masters in this matter nor that grubby little hands are on its revenues.  As I said, $20 000 would probably be 
enough for this study.  I firmly believe that it is a welfare issue that should be dealt with on a bipartisan basis.  
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The member for South Perth said that he believed pressure could be brought to bear from the peak racing body, 
the Australian Racing Board.  I would rather the minister directed RWWA to contribute the funds that are 
required to conduct this review, otherwise WA’s racing industry will become a laughing stock.  That would be a 
much better method than for RWWA to be told by the peak body to participate. 

MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine - Minister for Sport and Recreation) [5.16 pm]:  I oppose this amendment 
based on the lack of any factual nature to the amendment.  The amendment, in part, reads - 

. . . the horseracing industry has been ignored by the Western Australian government over the past four 
years.  

As the minister is not present in the chamber, he is not in a position to answer that statement.  We do not know 
whether it is a fact.  I do not think any member would dispute the facts that have been put forward by members 
on these issues.  Nobody would dispute the fact that racing is a very dangerous industry.  Anybody who has 
visited a race track and seen half a tonne or quarter of a tonne of horse coming down the track with a little jockey 
on its back knows it is dangerous; we all know that.  However, we in this house do not know whether that issue 
has been ignored.  We do not know anything about the issue, other than the matters that have been raised today.  
We have heard members quote plenty of experts in this place today.  Nobody would doubt that Fred Kersley is 
one of the leading experts in the country and there is no doubt at all that what Mr Kersley says on the issue of 
safety is correct or that some of the paraphernalia and vests that are worn by Mr Kersley and his jockeys may not 
be safe.  We may not know all those things, but there is certainly a way of raising the issue in this place other 
than during the Address-in-Reply debate.  I say to both opposition members who spoke on this amendment that 
there is a perfectly good grievance process in this house which may be a more appropriate forum in which to put 
these issues to the minister.  Certainly with issues such as these it is more appropriate to consult with the minister 
in the first instance to make him aware of the issues.  It may very well be that he is not aware of these issues and, 
if so, how can he be ignoring them if he simply does not know about them?   

These issues can be debated for as long as we like but the real question is whether the industry itself is doing 
enough.  There has been much talk today about the new Racing and Wagering WA body that was set up by this 
place.  For all that we in this house know, RWWA may very well be doing an excellent job.  For all that we in 
this house know, RWWA may very well be in discussions with all the racing codes of this country to deal with 
these issues within the industry.  However, when members bring such issues into the house, they must relate 
them to facts and not just quote third parties or newspaper articles on issues about which none of us is aware.  
Let us face it, given the history of newspapers in this state, one must investigate the facts.  That is what the issues 
are about in this case.  In reality, the wording of the amendment is not based on facts that have been raised in this 
house.  No claim has been made by either of the two speakers today that any of these issues have been ignored 
by the government.  In fact, for all we know, they may very well be included in the current review that has been 
talked about.  It may very well be that the government will not need to contribute any taxpayers’ money to fund 
this review.   

It is proper to put those issues to the minister.  Members should at least have had the courtesy to inform the 
minister that this issue would be raised in this manner so that he could be here to debate it.  No member in this 
house is a full bottle on everything, let alone on the racing industry.  I have lost a few bob at the races over the 
years, but that does not make me an expert; probably quite the opposite.  It can be seen that the riders who drive 
the sulkies have enormous courage, there is no doubt about it.  Everyone in the industry would agree that they 
deserve to be protected.  With all due respect to both members who have properly raised their concerns today, I 
suggest that there is a more appropriate way to do it.  They should address the matter when the minister is in the 
chamber and give him the courtesy of knowing beforehand the issues they want to discuss. 

I have nothing but compliments for the new Racing and Wagering Western Australia body that was initiated by 
the previous Minister for Racing and Gaming, minister Griffiths.  Over the past couple of years it has done 
tremendous things for not only the horse racing industry but also the greyhound racing industry.  Never have we 
seen it more viable than it is today.  It is looked upon with some envy by the rest of Australia.  If John Zucal has 
concerns - I know him well - I am sure that they are legitimate concerns.  He is the type of steward that raises 
these sorts of issues.  Again it begs the question: what is the appropriate way of bringing these concerns to the 
attention of the industry?  I suggest that members opposite have done it very well today.  However, I suggest 
that, to include it as an amendment to the Address-in-Reply debate, is not the way to go about it.  I shall oppose 
the amendment. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [5.21 pm]:  My electorate contains the Byford Trotting Complex, 
which is a big part of the town.  It has about 200 members.  The trotting complex has an unusually safe record.  
The complex is used mostly as a training facility on Sunday and holds about two race meetings a year.  It is a 
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key part of the community.  The complex is surrounded by houses that are linked by passages at the back of the 
houses to the trotting complex.  They enable people to maintain a couple of horses and train them.  Their lives 
revolve around their horses’ training and winning races.  Anyone who is involved with horses knows that it is an 
unforgiving industry and that winners are few and far between.  People in my area are very hard done by; they 
have to work hard to get a winner. 

I will speak more about a matter that the members for Murdoch and South Perth have raised also; that is, the 
amount of money that is generated by Racing and Wagering Western Australia.  The TAB took approximately 
$170 million in bets last year.  Some $14.2 million was spent just on the Melbourne Cup last year and the TAB 
spent $1.2 million on marketing and advertising.  When we talk about helping the industry and about putting 
money aside for the racing and harness industry, we are not talking about a great deal of the percentage of the 
turnover.  If $80 million, which is just 8.16 per cent of the growth in the last year alone, were used to help the 
industry, it would provide a phenomenal amount of money. 

As I said earlier, many racers’ and trainers’ annual incomes are less than that of the lowest paid worker.  I know 
that because I employ a lot of them in the bakery.  They live from day to day and week to week in the hope that 
their horse will win. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Do you pay them under the award system or under a workplace agreement? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  A very good question.  The horse owners are trying to make a dollar.  It is hard to feed 
horses and pay for everything else that is involved.  People who know the industry know that the people 
involved in it are committed to their lifestyle and to their horses. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Did you employ them under an award or a workplace agreement? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I paid them the going rate.  I paid them a loaf of bread, too; I was very generous. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  That is not the kind of dough they were looking for. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  That is the best dough to be in. 

I encourage the Minister for Racing and Gaming to become involved in a review of the national problem.  It is 
certainly an aspect that must be looked at.  A review would benefit my community and the trotting industry.  The 
point I am making is that spending $1.2 million on marketing is a lot of money to tell people to bet on a horse.  A 
small percentage of that money would help make the industry safer. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Did you pay your employees cash? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  Money makes the world go around.  Does the member have anything to contribute to this 
debate?  Why does he not stand up and make a speech about it. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I will in due course.  I am trying to understand whether you paid your employees cash in 
hand? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I paid them money. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.26 pm]:  I support the 
amendment moved by the member for South Perth relating to the Western Australian horse racing industry and 
the lack of action taken by the state government on this very important issue of safety.  It is interesting to note 
that the minister is not in the house today.  It is not the opposition’s responsibility to - 

Ms M.M. Quirk:  His wife is having a baby.  Is that a good enough excuse? 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Obviously the minister is not in the house. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I dare say the government should put out a press statement and tell everybody.  How could 
we know that?  I do not know what is happening with the minister’s wife or family. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M.J. Cowper):  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has the floor. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  We are not able to read the minds of the government.  The minister certainly is not on the 
absent list that the government provided to the opposition today.  That information could have been relayed to 
opposition members.  Of course, his able deputy and - is it the Minister for Tourism? 

An opposition member interjected. 
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Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The member for Yokine.  That is an indication of how important his portfolio is and how 
prominent he has been - I cannot even remember what is his portfolio.  His attempt to justify the government’s 
position was pathetic, to say the least.  This issue was raised by the member for South Perth, who has some 
experience of the racing industry because of the profession he was in before he became a member of Parliament.  
Members on this side of the house believe that the advice we have received from people involved in the industry 
is correct.  For a minister of the crown to say that he believes the motion was not based on facts is absolute 
nonsense.  Fred Kersley has referred to other prominent riders who have been killed or injured.  The information 
we have received from people who have witnessed those events over time surely must be considered important.  
For the government to dismiss this motion out of hand is tantamount to its completely ignoring the issue. 

Some government members opposite are not aware of this issue.  Our request is simple: the state government 
body should work with the national body to inquire into this very important matter.  The Western Australian 
racing industry has raised this issue with us.  For the government to ignore it and reject it out of hand is 
irresponsible in the extreme.  We are seeking to amend the Address-in-Reply motion and we consider the matter 
important enough to be raised in the house today.  I am sorry that the minister could not be here for family 
reasons.  That information should have been relayed to members on this side of the house.  This government is 
usually adept at finding out what is happening - media wise - before the Parliament sits.  In this case the 
government was negligent.  Either it did not care about the matter or it was prepared to reject this proposal out of 
hand.  That does not reflect well on the government.  The Opposition could not predict that the minister could 
not be here due to family reasons, given that he was not on the list of people notified to it as being absent today.  

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [5.30 pm]:  I will make a brief comment on the amendment moved to 
the Address-in-Reply.  Members will be well aware that the Peel region, represented by you, Mr Acting Speaker 
(Mr M.J. Cowper) and me, as well the members for Dawesville and Serpentine-Jarrahdale, has a very strong 
contingent of equine businesses and people involved in the equine industry.  One need only look at the very 
popular racing and pacing industry operating in the Peel region and throughout the south west to realise that that 
industry plays a very important part in the economy of the region, and is the livelihood of many families.  I take 
note of the comments of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition about the absence of the minister.  The minister’s 
wife is about to give birth, and he is paired this afternoon.  He requested that because he needs to be with his 
wife.  I understand that the opposition was concerned that it may not have been informed of that.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  I understand that the member for South Perth advised the minister that this issue was coming 
up at least an hour before the debate.  Obviously, he should have been able to pass it on to someone else.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I understand that, but his family reasons are very important, and that issue has been 
discussed.   

As the Minister for Disability Services indicated, there are correct and proper ways of dealing with this very 
serious issue.  Members of this house will be well aware that the safety and wellbeing of people involved in the 
industry is of paramount importance.  There is no doubt about that.  The opposition has the capacity to raise this 
issue in the Address-in-Reply debate through the amendment, but the minister was correct in saying that this 
issue is more important than using this opportunity to score points.  Members on both sides of the house 
understand clearly that the government wants to make sure that the industry is safe.  This government has made 
major changes to the racing and gaming industry, through the restructuring that has taken place in the past four 
years.  The new arrangements for the board of Racing and Wagering Western Australia have seen some 
important changes take place.  

I want to place on the record that no-one in this place does not understand the importance of safety in the 
industry.  It is an important industry to the region I represent, and to many families.  It is a growing industry in 
the Peel region.  The equine association that was set up a couple of years ago recognises the importance of the 
equine industry in the economy and social structure of the region.  We are looking at making sure that the equine 
industry grows in the region.  With that growth comes the need to ensure that strong legislative processes are put 
in place to protect people in the industry.  

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [5.34 pm]:  I will speak against this amendment.  Over the past four years the 
Gallop Labor government has put a huge amount into the racing industry.  The industry itself must look after the 
safety aspect.  As was said before, the industry holds races seven days a week, with fields of 16.  They are the 
ones trying to make the money.  The Gallop government put into place the new Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia board to oversee racing, and that board should be approached.  The member for Collie-Wellington has 
just been saying how much Country Labor had put into getting the RAWWA board up and running.  

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected.  
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Mr P.B. WATSON:  The member for Vasse may laugh, but he has only been here for five minutes.  We were 
looking after country issues.  We all make mistakes in this house.  A few have been made today, and I probably 
made a couple in the Chair earlier.  It is a huge industry for country people.  It employs a lot of people, and 
safety is a huge aspect.  I agree with the member for Mandurah.  We all agree on the safety issue, but it is not 
something we can make political mileage out of.  

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Do you want another jockey to die before you do something? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I have heard the member’s comments on women jockeys, and I am sure they will be 
passed on to the industry.  Now he is making comments to the effect that, because the government opposes the 
amendment, it is not supporting safety.  We are supporting safety, but it is up to the industry to look at it.  

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Well, get the industry to do it.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The minister cannot come in and tell the industry every day what it must be doing.  We 
have the RAWWA board to make these decisions, and that is the way to go.  The government has put money into 
country racing, and into the racecourses to make them safer.  We talk about seven-day-a-week racing, and the 
member should look at the courses in Perth after there has been racing all the time.  They are racing every day, 
seven days a week.  I think they have Christmas day off, and maybe Easter Sunday, although they may even race 
on those days.  We must look at the industry as a whole.  I agree that there are problems with the vests, and these 
things must be looked at, but it must be done in a proper way.  A board has been set up and that is the way to go.  
We must all get together, and not try to make cheap political mileage out of it.  I can see why the member for 
Mandurah has so much compassion.  But for a quirk of luck, he could be riding at Ascot this weekend, at his 
size.  

Mr D.A. Templeman:  I actually wanted to be a jockey at one time.  I will tell you about it another time.  
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Apparently, he could not pull the whip, but I will not say anything about that. 

It is a concern, but the RAWWA board has been set up, it has a job to do, and that should be its first priority.  
That is the way to go.  There should not be any political interference.  

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [5.38 pm]:  The motion before the house reveals an 
opposition that has yet to come to grips with the fact that it must do some work.  It is one thing to get up and 
have a spray at the government, but the opposition falls flat on its face when it raises an important matter without 
giving it the consideration it deserves.  Safety in the horseracing industry is a very important matter.  There is a 
whole range of complex issues in a very dangerous industry.  Members only need to consider the premium rates 
paid for workers’ compensation to know that people dealing with very large animals like horses and cattle pay a 
very large insurance premium, because there are a lot of accidents.  It is a dangerous industry.  
Mr P.D. Omodei:  What is the insurance premium for people handling cattle? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I have not seen the latest one, but it is quite high.  
Mr P.D. Omodei:  Is that for anyone handling cattle, such as dairy farmers? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The member will find that anyone working in those industries will have high premiums.  
Mr P.D. Omodei:  Absolute rubbish; you don’t know what you are talking about.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I will get the figures and show the member.  He has already revealed that he does not 
know his facts.   
The first point I make is that the horse racing industry is a very important industry.  It is also an industry that 
involves a high level of risk.  It is a matter of trying to reduce that risk and making sure that the industry is as 
safe as possible.  As a number of members on this side have already said, it is absolute nonsense to suggest, as 
this motion does, that the industry has been ignored by the Western Australian government.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  The motion talks about the safety of participants. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  In terms of the major reform of the industry, there is now very strong support across the 
industry for the total remodelling that took place in the first four years of the Gallop government and for the 
taxation concessions that the government gave to the industry.  That has given the industry a real boost.  The 
industry has a very important role to play in terms of safety.  Having set up that new structure, the government 
hopes that the industry will look at how it can improve safety.  That is taking an industry perspective.   

The motion is quite clear in that it talks about the safety of participants in the horse racing industry.  If we are 
talking about the safety of participants in the horse racing industry, we are talking about a workplace.  That 
workplace must comply with the Occupational Safety and Health Act.  WorkSafe Western Australia becomes 
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involved in any matter in which there is a suggestion of unsafe practice.  Participants in the industry are 
potentially open to prosecution if they do not exercise the required duty of care for the people who work in the 
industry.  In the past four years this government has looked at the whole realm of occupational health and safety 
and has undertaken major reforms to improve safety.  It was under a Labor government that changes were made 
to the Occupational Safety and Health Act in 1988, which produced a major change in safety procedures in all 
industries across the state.  In the years that followed, there was a quite radical drop in the number of lost time 
injuries and fatalities.  In 1990 there were about 50 traumatic fatalities in Western Australia.  That number has 
now fallen to an annual total in the low 20s.  There was a big improvement in safety following the changes made 
to the Occupational Safety and Health Act in 1988.  The changes that the government introduced last year are 
now being implemented and will continue to reduce the number of incidents through the introduction of 
provisional improvement notices.  

Mr T.R. Buswell:  What has that to do with horse racing? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The horse racing industry is a workplace. 

Mr T.R. Buswell:  Who will issue a provisional improvement notice in the horse racing industry?  Which jockey 
will do that?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  What I am saying is that the horse racing industry is a workplace.  Therefore, it is 
required to comply with the occupational health and safety legislation.  It is a matter of making sure that the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act is applied in a rigorous way to this industry and that the particular issues 
that arise in the industry are considered.  Something that works in one industry cannot just be applied to another 
industry.  We must look at how an industry functions and how to improve safety in that industry.  The 
government has put in place improved legislation, even going so far as to introduce jail penalties for people who 
are grossly negligent.   

Mr T.R. Buswell:  Now you are saying that that industry will be exposed to the full wrath of the legislation that 
you passed last year, including provisional improvement notices - 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  And also the potential for jail penalties for gross negligence. 

Mr T.R. Buswell:  When all they want is a different vest.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Is the member saying that he does not want prosecutions in the horse racing industry?  
The member attacked the government with the claim that it is not looking at the issue of safety in the horse 
racing industry.  When I explained what the government has done about setting and enforcing higher standards, 
opposition members started to run away; they are no longer interested in safety in the racing industry.  This is the 
point I made at the outset.  The opposition has not treated this subject with the seriousness that it deserves.  This 
is a very important issue.  There is a need to improve safety in the horse racing industry.  We do that by working 
with the industry.  When some of the facts are explained to members opposite, they are not quite sure that they 
want to do what is required to improve safety in the industry.  It is okay to talk, but talk is cheap.  We must be 
willing to deliver greater safety in the industry.   

Members have already commented that Victoria has committed $350 000 to a major inquiry following two 
fatalities in the horse racing industry there.  The WorkSafe commissions in the various states work together.  
WorkSafe WA is aware of that inquiry and will monitor it.  If it can contribute to the inquiry, it will.  It will also 
consider the results of the inquiry and whether they have application to Western Australia.  If they do, WorkSafe 
WA will talk to the industry about what changes should take place in Western Australia.  The local industry has 
held inquiries into fatalities in recent years.  WorkSafe works with the stewards on course if an accident occurs 
on course.  The stewards clearly monitor these things and have a wealth of knowledge about the practices of the 
industry, and whether they were complied with when an incident occurred.  When inquiries into fatalities have 
been held, WorkSafe WA has worked with the industry and the stewards.  Recommendations come out of such 
inquiries, which both the industry and WorkSafe WA can take up.  WorkSafe WA is currently undertaking a 
committee level inquiry into the quality of the helmets worn by jockeys who work with or race horses.  That 
inquiry may show a need to improve the quality of the helmets used, but it is still in its early stages.  That is one 
practical example of something that can come out of an inquiry.  Inquiries are held following an incident and 
consideration is given to whether the incident provides an indicator or a lesson that needs to be learnt to improve 
the industry.  Our approach is to always work with the industry.  At the end of the day the industry must accept 
that it has a responsibility.  Modern industries accept their responsibility to fulfil their duty of care and seek to 
make their industries as safe as they possibly can be.  Dealing with large animals such as horses will always 
bring with it a degree of risk that is not relevant to a range of other jobs.  We must cater for the circumstances of 
the horse racing industry to improve safety and to reduce incidents. 
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Mr P.D. Omodei:  Are you going to do the same with football?  Will you have vests and caps with football as 
well?  Is it a workplace?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  This is an example of the opposition raising a matter and then showing itself to be totally 
insincere.  Footballers have already done that.  They now wear ice vests if it is too hot.  A range of procedures 
are in place.   
Mr P.D. Omodei:  What about helmets and vests?   
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The member for Warren-Blackwood may not be aware that the major advocate for 
WorkSafe in Western Australia is Glen Jakovich.  He started in that role during the term of the last Liberal 
government.  He has been promoting health and safety for years in Western Australia, because he realised that in 
his workplace, on the football field, there was a need to make sure that risks were reduced, because players could 
not only be injured but also their playing capacity could be affected.  The government is considering a range of 
industries, including sporting industries, and how safety can be improved and people looked after in those 
industries.  The member clearly shows that he is insincere about this issue if he is not willing to move with the 
times by trying to improve safety.  The Gallop government has done that.  The opposition is thrashing around 
and looking for an issue to raise.  It has been too lazy to do its homework, which would have enabled it to treat 
an issue such as this with the seriousness that it deserves.   
Amendment put and a division taken with the following result -   

Ayes (18) 

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr B.J. Grylls Mr D.T. Redman Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr T.R. Buswell Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr A.J. Simpson Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr R.F. Johnson Mr G. Snook Dr G.G. Jacobs (Teller) 
Dr E. Constable Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.R. Sprigg  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr P.D. Omodei Dr S.C. Thomas  

Noes (24) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mrs J. Hughes Mr A.D. McRae Ms J.A. Radisich 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr J.N. Hyde Mr N.R. Marlborough Mrs M.H. Roberts 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr R.C. Kucera Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr P.B. Watson 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr S.R. Hill Ms S.M. McHale Ms M.M. Quirk Mr D.A. Templeman 
(Teller) 

            

Pairs 

 Mr M.J. Birney  Dr G.I. Gallop 
 Ms S.E. Walker  Mrs C.A. Martin 
 Mr T.K. Waldron  Mr M. McGowan 
 Dr K.D. Hames  Mr J.A. McGinty 
 Mr M.W. Trenorden  Mr A.J. Carpenter 
Amendment thus negatived.  

Motion Resumed 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [5.52 pm]:  I welcome all the new members to Parliament.  I also refer to some of 
those who have left, such as the member for Bunbury, who was my room-mate for four years.  He does not have 
the most hygienic habits but he will be sadly missed.   
Mr P.D. Omodei:  The former member for Bunbury  
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I am sorry, I mean the former member for Bunbury.  I welcome the new member for 
Bunbury and I hope he represents his electorate as well as the previous member did.  I can remember the 
member for Moore, Bill McNee, standing, hitching up his pants and getting ready to hoe into Country Labor 
members and then attacking us for twenty-five minutes.  A short time later while having a cup of tea he would 
ask, “How did I go?  Did I get you today?”   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  He was a top member.   
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MR P.B. WATSON:  He was a top member.  At the end of his term, some of the media attacked him and 
accused him of not doing anything.  It just shows how much the media know.  Like me, the previous member for 
Dawesville, Arthur Marshall, had some great sporting tales.  He would attack the government and after sitting 
down and drinking a glass of water he would look up and wink at us, implying that he had got us again.  Those 
are the sorts of things we miss.  Some new members will no doubt develop friendships across the chamber.  I 
refer to members with a sporting interest, such as the member for Murdoch, with whom I have crossed swords 
already.  Given he is an East Fremantle supporter and I am a Claremont supporter, I imagine we will cross 
swords again.  
An opposition member interjected.   

MR P.B. WATSON:  We will not talk football this week!  Another past member is the former member for 
Murdoch, a very intelligent, probably non-sporting person.  His replacement is the opposite from him, in that he 
is a very sporty, non-intellectual member!  I am sure that will be revealed in the next four years.  Another retired 
member is the former member for South Perth, Phil Pendal.  I think I can call him Phil.    
Mr P.D. Omodei:  The Honourable Phil Pendal. 
MR P.B. WATSON:  The honourable member for South Perth.  He used to tell me to control myself and to do 
things at the right time.  However, a couple of times when he was getting to the end of his tether he would raise 
his voice and shout.  Afterwards I would go across to him and remind him that that was what he had told me not 
to do.  He would say, “Do as I say, not as I do.”  I learnt a lot from him.  When I was younger I was told to 
observe the good people and follow their example.  The former member for Stirling, Monty House, was a fiery 
little character.  He was a great member of Parliament.  On behalf of all the people in our region, I note that he 
was a tremendous member for a long period.  I did not have a chance to speak while he was a member.  The new 
member for Stirling is not in his seat at the moment.  I wish all those former members all the best in their 
retirement.  
I have noticed that during this debate no opposition member has spoken about the member for Cottesloe.  He 
used to sit across from me and he and I threw out some great challenges to one another during the past four 
years.   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  He is still here.  

MR P.B. WATSON:  I know that, but not one member on the other side of the house has mentioned the former 
Leader of the Opposition.   

Several members interjected.  
MR P.B. WATSON:  He was not a former leader.  I am talking about members who are still here. 
Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  That is wrong.  You should read my Address-in-Reply speech.  

MR P.B. WATSON:  I should have known that the member for Carine could not possibly have done anything 
wrong!  I withdraw reference to the member for Carine in that regard.  The member for Cottesloe was under 
tremendous pressure during the past four years.  The knives were coming at him from all sides.  I observed how 
he spoke and conducted himself as the leader of his party - not so much the star jumps he attempted at three 
o’clock in the morning!  Given the present opposition leader’s aggressive attitude and the way he goes about 
things, I am sure the BBC, “Bring Back Colin”, movement will emerge in the next four years.  I do not want to 
have a go at the absent leader of the opposition because he does not like to take advantage of people, especially 
members who are occupying the Chair as Acting Speaker and cannot interject on him!  It was very interesting 
when I was in the Chair towards the end of the previous term because he said horrible things and attacked me for 
10 or 15 minutes.  I thought it was fair enough because he was just a boy acting out the role of the colt from 
Kalgoorlie.  However, by the end of four years he could end up being called the gelding from the goldfields.  A 
few people sitting behind him, such as the deputy opposition leader, have very strong ideas about who should be 
the Leader of the Opposition.  I notice that he is the leader of the new country Liberals.  We on this side think it 
is great that the Liberal Party is following in the Labor Party’s footsteps once again.  When those members visit 
country areas, Country Labor members are quite willing to go with them and introduce them to the people of the 
country.   
Mr G. Snook interjected. 

MR P.B. WATSON:  We can only hope.  During the past four years Country Labor members visited almost 
every country electorate in the state and listened to the wishes of the people.  
Mr G. Snook:  What did you do about it?   
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MR P.B. WATSON:  We spoke to people in country areas about one vote, one value.  I notice that the Leader of 
the Opposition said that the government was neglecting country members.  Albany was a Liberal Party seat for 
27 years.  The Liberal party campaigned heavily in the previous election on one vote, one value but Labor was 
elected.  The National Party campaigned very heavily on one vote, one value and failed to win that seat.  The 
other day The West Australian ran a “vox pop”, asking five people what they thought of one vote, one value.  
One person said he did not care, three people said they were in favour of one vote, one value and one said he was 
against it.  When members opposite claim that everyone in the country is against one vote, one value - 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  What question was asked?   
MR P.B. WATSON:  “Do you want one vote, one value?”   

Mr T.R. Buswell:  Do they know what it means?   

MR P.B. WATSON:  Is the member for Busselton saying that country people are ignorant? 

Mr T.R. Buswell:  No. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I think he is. 

Mr T.R. Buswell:  That is a very misleading title. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  What sort of question do members opposite want?  The other question was, “Do you 
favour one vote, one value?”  Members opposite cannot have it both ways.  They campaigned against it at the 
election.  At the previous election, bang, bang, bang, country members went.  What happened?  The Labor Party 
was voted in.  In my electorate, National Party members campaigned on the basis that constituents would lose 
access to country members.  People in my electorate thought that if they lost National Party members it would be 
even better.  It was not an issue.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Did you tell them they would lose nine members of Parliament?   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  They all knew that; it was in the papers.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It wasn’t in the papers. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  It was in The West Australian, the Liberal Party newsletter, every day.   

I refer now to the election.  When we go out doorknocking we have some ups and downs.  I have had a few ups 
and downs in the past couple of years. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  It is great to be back in Parliament.  I note that the experts wrote me off; I think even my 
own party wrote me off! 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Did they really? 

MR P.B. WATSON:  Members of my party were going on the polls, but members know that polls are not 
always accurate.  In winning the seat of Albany, I had a little inspiration to keep me going.  One has good days 
and bad days when out doorknocking, and I used to carry around with me a photograph of little Sophie Delezio.  
She is the little girl who was badly burned when a car crashed into a childcare centre in Sydney.  She lost an arm 
and leg, and came out of hospital in a wheelchair with bandages over her face and her body in plaster.  However, 
she and her mum and dad were smiling.  We have our ups and downs when doorknocking, but that little kid, 
with all those things wrong, was still smiling.  That makes everything else in the world seem pretty small.  When 
things went bad, I thought of young Sophie.  I still have a photo of her on the file I take doorknocking, and I 
have a photo of her on my computer.  We talk about heroes in Australia and we give people awards every year, 
but someone like Sophie who is an inspiration for others should be recognised. 

Mr D.A. Templeman:  Hear, hear! 

MR P.B. WATSON:  I thank the member for Mandurah.  I miss him on the bench near me interjecting all the 
time.  I hoped that when he was made Whip and sat further away, he would not interrupt as much.  Do we still 
call the member “Madam Whip”? 

Mr D.A. Templeman:  No - “Master Whip”. 

MR P.B. WATSON:  The Premier said to me after the election that it was pretty hard having a six-week 
election campaign, but the campaign in Albany went a little longer - it was probably six months.  When the 
federal election campaign was taking place, members will remember that “Iron Bar” - I am sorry, I mean the 
member for O’Connor - went down to Albany.  The media and my opponents thought the state election was 
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going to be held in December, so we had a very long and interesting campaign.  I had two very good opponents, 
and it was a great challenge.  It was also a great challenge to get out and meet the people.  The newspapers said 
that I was not going to win, but people were telling me, “I’ve never voted for Labor before, but I’ll vote for you.”  
It was a very interesting election period.  My first election was great; no-one thought I would win.  When I won, 
I thought it was great.  A member does a full term and has a magnificent experience, but coming up for re-
election is a bit different.  The member for Bunbury before Tony Dean - 

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  Ian Osborne. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Ian said, “What’s it like to go from being the hunter to being the hunted?”  That is what it 
is like.  It is different for the Deputy Leader of the Opposition who has a very safe seat and swans around 
without the same sort of pressure other members experience. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  He works very hard!  He does not “swan around”!  

MR P.B. WATSON:  All right - he swans around very hard.  It is different for members with marginal seats as 
they are on edge for four years.  The member for Bunbury won by about 100 votes, so it is - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  The seat of Warren-Blackwood was held by the Labor Party by 13.5 per cent when I started.  
I did a bit of swanning around.   
MR P.B. WATSON:  I think with qualities like that, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition should be the Leader 
of the Opposition.  He has the full support of members on this side of the chamber to tackle the gelding from the 
goldfields. 
I turn now to helpers.  Members cannot do without helpers in an election period.  I had the usual band of helpers.  
I refer to people like Guy Roth and Bob Thomas, who spent 16 years in the upper house. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  He was the most useless member of Parliament Western Australia has ever elected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition very much.  I will pass that comment on to 
him.  It is very hard.  When someone has spent 16 years in the upper house with such a large electorate - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It was 12. 

MR P.B. WATSON:  Twelve, was it?  It must have seemed like 16 years.  Bob Thomas got me, the member for 
Collie and the previous member for Bunbury elected.  It was very harsh for the Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
to make such a comment about someone who gave so much time to this Parliament.  Matt Benson-Lidholm was 
lucky enough to be elected a member of the upper house.  I refer to all our other loyal supporters.  The one good 
thing about becoming the first Labor member for Albany for 27 years was the chance to thank the people who 
turned up to the polling booths and did the hard work for 27 years.  They were beaten at elections, but still 
fronted up every year.  The tear in my eye upon winning my first election was for them - they did all the hard 
work when no-one thought we would win.  People thought that Albany would not be won by Labor many times, 
but these people never gave up.  It was great to reward them the first and second time I have been elected to this 
seat. 
I thank my family in my wife and three children.  They were a great backup to me.  It will be a great year for my 
family.  My youngest daughter, Sarah, will have a baby in about six weeks, and I will become a grandfather for 
the first time. 
Mr M.P. Murray:  You looked like a grandfather 10 years ago. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  That is very harsh.  My eldest daughter is getting married next January, so it will be a big 
12 months for the Watson family.  I thank my family for their friendship.  When the election is on, as all 
members know, there is a great deal of pressure on members.  If one does not have a great family life, it is very 
hard. 

I now refer to Superintendent John Watson.  I sat next to “Watto” at the Anzac Day service yesterday and he told 
me what a great copper he was and still is.  He will retire on 4 July.  He cannot go out normally; he had to go on 
4 July because it is Independence Day.  John will go out with a great bang.  Our region will miss John Watson.  
He is a tremendous copper.  I do not say superintendent, but “copper” as he is a man of the people who says what 
he thinks.  He and I got into trouble a while ago: he said something and got into trouble, and I got into trouble 
when I supported him.  People always know where they stand with John.  Crime rates have dropped dramatically 
since he has been working in the area; the figures there are some of the best in the state.  John leads from the 
front.  He has a tremendous group of young police officers mixed with a bit of experience, and he has the 
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confidence of the community.  People can walk the streets at night in Albany and know that they are safe.  If 
they ever have a problem, they can see John. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Do you know he’s married to a good Manjimup girl? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  As I said before, people cannot be good at their job without good family support.  When 
John is gagged, Lorraine makes a good second voice.  When John was gagged, she was the one talking.  John is 
going around Australia for six months, and he justly deserves the reward for his efforts.  I hear he got a fairly 
good payout, so he will travel a bit better than he thought would be the case.  He has done a great amount of 
work for the community.  Police officers do not get the recognition they deserve.  It is funny: police officers are 
like politicians and doctors - unless one is needed, no-one knows anything about them.   

I want to say a few words about the police in our region.  As I said, the crime rate in Albany is low.  People have 
confidence in the police.  We get yobbos in Albany who cause a bit of trouble.  People think that politicians’ 
lives are easy until they become involved in the job.  That is the same for police.  Some of my really good mates 
in Albany are policemen.  They tell me stories about their job.  They love their job, but they deal with a different 
sort of clientele - probably some of the clientele we deal with are a little bit the same.  They do a great job for the 
community.  I commend the police in our region because they do a tremendous job.   

I now turn to Anzac Day in Albany.  Yesterday I shared my flight to Perth with Ray Martin, who had done a 
story for A Current Affair on Anzac Day in Albany.  If there had not been a mix up, I would not have been here 
today, because I was supposed to go with City of Albany representatives to the Anzac Day dawn service in 
Gallipoli.  Albany has a sister-city relationship with the town of Gallipoli.  The Mayor of Albany is in Gallipoli 
doing the sister-city thing.  The Mayor of Gallipoli came to Albany two years ago.  There is tremendous 
camaraderie between the two places.  The statute of Ataturk, which is on the boardwalk, looks out across the 
Ataturk passage.  For those people who have not been to the Anzac Day dawn service in Albany, it is important 
to get there by half past four in the morning.  If people do not get there by then, they will not get a look in, and 
that includes members of Parliament and other dignitaries.  We staggered up the hill at half past four Monday 
morning.  Albany first thing in the morning is a little bit sharp; the weather is a bit cold.  When the sun comes up 
at the end of the service, flares are lit across the harbour, and there is no better sight in the world.  I looked at the 
cliffs of Gallipoli on television the other night.  When the Anzacs left Australia, the last thing they saw were the 
cliffs of Albany.  At the end of the service on Anzac Day morning, when everything had been done and the 
wreaths were placed, we could not hear a pin drop even though there were 700 or 800 people at the service.  
Everyone looked out across the water when the flares were lit.  I looked around and saw some tough people at 
that service, but they all had a tear in their eye.  The bugle and bagpipes were played as the flares were lit.  It is a 
very emotional experience.  Later on we had the eleven o’clock service.  Ray Martin pointed out that we are 
lucky to have students from every school march in the parade.  Scouts, cubs and guides also march.  At the end, 
the RSL guys salute the kids as they pass.  Kids are really becoming involved.  I noticed this year that some of 
the diggers who attended last year’s service were not present this year.  We are losing a lot of our history.  
However, it is good that young children and schools are becoming involved, especially once we develop Anzac 
park.  Albany cannot lose its legacy as an Anzac city.  We cannot afford to forget the Anzacs.  The crowds 
become bigger and bigger every year.  In 2014, it will be 100 years since the Anzacs left Albany.  Before that 
happens, a ship will leave New Zealand and make its way to Albany.  It will then take the route that was taken 
by the Anzacs.  By 2014, Anzac memorial park will be developed and it will be a showplace for the rest of the 
world.  As we have seen, as more people attend the Anzac Day service in Gallipoli, the area there is becoming 
more crowded.  Albany will become one of the places people will visit on Anzac Day.  It is a tremendous tourist 
opportunity for Albany and a great way to remember our fallen heroes.  

I turn now to education.  Albany is a tremendous educational city.  We have one of the top TAFEs in Western 
Australia.  Lidia Rozlapa and her staff do a tremendous job.  Albany is classified as a learning city.  We have 
University of Western Australia and Curtin University campuses.  We are trying to develop Albany into a 
learning city and to increase the level of university participation.  The old post office is now one of UWA’s 
major centres.  We are looking at ways to create a system in which a child can go from kindergarten to university 
in Albany so that we do not lose our children to Perth.  One of our biggest problems is that we lose kids to Perth.  
During the first 12 or 18 months that they are away, many of our kids experience homesickness or a lack of 
funds; they find it too hard to be away from home.  Those kids drop out and come back to Albany, where there is 
nothing for them to do.  Some of them finish up at Fletchers, which is a good job, but children who have the 
ability to go to university drop away because we do not have university facilities in Albany.  We are working on 
that problem with the City of Albany and with the state and federal governments.  We are all trying to look at 
ways to turn Albany into a learning city.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 April 2005] 

 p652b-690a 
Mr John Day; Mr John McGrath; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Bob Kucera; Mr Tony Simpson; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr 
David Templeman; Mr Peter Watson; Mr John Kobelke; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tony 

McRae; Mr Max Trenorden; Dr Judy Edwards; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Murray Cowper; Dr Graham Jacobs 

 [18] 

I now turn to the Spectrum Theatre.  Arts in Albany is a big issue.  I am going to see the latest show that is being 
put on by Spectrum Theatre.  I cannot remember what it is called.  What was Fagan in?  He was in Oliver Twist.  
That is coming up very soon.  Even though he is not sitting in his seat, the member for Wagin has great 
knowledge of the arts.  I can remember the member for Wagin when I was a runner for Claremont.  I used to 
pass on messages from Malcolm Brown.  His messages probably were not as good as that, were they member for 
Wagin?  I am sure that if he could speak he would say that they were good messages and that he learnt a lot from 
them!  I had to change the wording just in case there were any children around.  We also have the Albany Light 
Opera and Theatre Company.  Once we get the new entertainment and conference centre in Albany, I hope the 
people involved in the light opera company and the Spectrum Theatre will have a greater opportunity to show 
their wares.   

Earlier I forget to mention Cheryl Edwardes, or the angry ant as we used to call her.  She will be sadly missed on 
the other side of the house.  She was a great local member.  When she came into the house she was always 
100 per cent organised and had everything in front of her.  She did a lot of hard work during my first four years 
as a member of Parliament.  When she made a speech she always had her facts right.  She was one of the 
members I watched all the time.  As I say, we learn from the good members, and she was always prepared.  She 
will be sadly missed in the house.  

We have spoken about the one vote, one value issue.  When I look out of my office window in Albany, I can see 
people whom I do not technically represent.  I can look out the window across the water and see people from 
Goode Beach, Little Grove, Lower Denmark Road, Lower King and those who live at the back of Albany 
Highway who come to me as their local member.  People from Denmark and Jerramungup come to see me.  
Everyone comes into Albany to do their shopping, so they come to me as a local member.  Under one vote, one 
value my electorate will expand to include these people whom I am already representing.  One vote, one value 
suits Albany.  I know that it does not suit other areas such as Roe, which will become a huge area.  I speak as the 
representative of Albany; it suits my electorate and the people whom I represent.  People on the other side of the 
house say that we do not listen to what people say.  However, I probably doorknocked every person in my 
electorate during the past four years and I explained to them what one vote, one value means.  If someone comes 
to me from just across the road, I will tell them that I am not their local member but that I will listen to what they 
have to say.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Did you tell them that there would be two new members in the upper house?  And that it 
would cost taxpayers $1 million a year?  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  We do not know what the final package will be.  I represent the people of Albany -  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  The two members will come from the city, not the country.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The Acting Leader of the Opposition refers to country people.  In the four years the now 
Leader of the Opposition was the opposition spokesman for police, how many times did he visit Albany?  It was 
once and that was for regional Parliament.  He arrived there and said, “I am a country person and a Kalgoorlie 
boy.”  I think he was born in Sydney.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Where were you born?   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I was born in Melbourne.  I do not say I am an Albany boy.  I represent the people of 
Albany and they have confidence in me because they voted me in again at the recent election.  The Leader of the 
Opposition says he is the colt from Kalgoorlie and he is not.    

Mr P.D. Omodei:  He does not say that. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  He does.  He comes into this place and says, “I am a country and Kalgoorlie boy”, and he 
is not.   

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  He spent the first six months of his life in Sydney. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  He says he was born and bred in Kalgoorlie.  The member for Carine should not be so 
aggressive. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  The member for Albany is splitting hairs and doing it badly.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I could never get angry with the member for Carine.  Now, I have lost my train of thought.   

I do not think the member for Kalgoorlie is too worried.  He is only worried about the Premier keeping his 
promise to retain the Kalgoorlie seat.  He is not worried about country people.  He is only looking after himself.   

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  And the member for Murchison-Eyre. 
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Mr P.B. WATSON:  When I come into this house I vote according to what the people of Albany say.  If other 
members take a different stance, let them do so.  I have been appointed by the people of Albany and I will 
represent them.   They must like me because they elected me again.   

Mr M.J. Cowper:  You look like a BIA - born in Albany. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I was not born in Albany.   

Mr M.J. Cowper:  You look like it. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  An Albany person is friendly and likes everybody.  He lives in a great area and gets on 
with his neighbours.  I get on very well with the member for Stirling.  We work very hard together.  Recently we 
visited all the schools in the region and discussed how they could be improved.   

The other day there was a very big downpour in Albany and a lot of damage was caused.  The member for 
Warren-Blackwood would not know about it.  The member for Stirling and I worked together - the National and 
Labor Parties are working together.  No Liberal Party upper house members were present.  The National Party 
members were there to support the country people but there was no-one representing the Liberal Party 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  I would love to have been there, but it is too far. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:   The Liberal Party has upper house members.  I am not saying the member for Roe should 
have been there.  Not one person from the Liberal Party was present. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  I was in touch with people in Mt Barker. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I am sure the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is a great person but when the crunch came 
and everyone was asked to turn up to get something done, neither he nor any other member of the Liberal Party 
was there.   

The member for Greenough’s mother lives in my electorate and she is very upset that she has not been 
mentioned in Parliament, even though her son has made at least three speeches.  The member for Greenough’s 
mother is a very lovely lady and she works very hard on the hospice fundraising committee with me.   

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [7.24 pm]:  I acknowledge the 
role of the Governor in presenting the speech on behalf of the government to outline its plans for the next four 
years. 

I digress from the Governor’s address to mention yesterday’s Anzac Day services.  For the first time in my life I 
came to the city as the Acting Leader of the Opposition to attend the dawn service at Kings Park.  I actually 
woke up at midnight, thinking it was four o’clock.  I arrived at Kings Park at about 4.15 am and it was quite 
lonely at that time.   

The dawn service was moving and was attended by about 20 000 people.  The War Memorial is under repair and 
while that was a disappointment to some people it is important that it is satisfactorily completed, regardless of 
the time it takes.   

The Flame of Remembrance was the focus of the dawn service.  The Kings Park setting, looking east to the 
rising sun with an Air Force fly over, was an ideal location to remember the people who fought in wars to protect 
Australia and it was a moving experience. 

Following the dawn service I and other dignitaries attended the Anzac Day parade along St Georges Terrace.  
The Governor took the salute.  Officers from the Navy and Air Force were there to take the salute with the 
Governor.  I pay tribute to His Excellency the Governor (Lieutenant General John Murray Sanderson, AC) who 
took the salute throughout the parade lasting two hours .   

It was in contrast to the dawn services at downtown Pemberton, led by Ron Thomson, or Butch Thomson as we 
know him, who is a colourful character and two-time volunteer in the Vietnam conflict and in Manjimup, led by 
Robbie Allan, a 2nd /11th member.  Those dawn services are moving experiences in their own right.   

It was a real experience to see the Governor taking the salute in St Georges Terrace and the various groups from 
every theatre of war that fought for Australia, and to hear the approximately 12 bands.  In taking the salute, the 
Governor also took the time to make comments.  I was sitting in the second row and could hear them.   

Some of the diggers who were marching would have been in their 80s, but they marched erect with their eyes 
right and they saluted in response, catching the Governor’s eye.  It was an experience for me to behold..  The 
Governor did a wonderful job.  I will write to him to that effect because his actions were important to those 
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people.  Many of them were emotional, right down to the most recent people who made their contributions to 
defending this great country.   

It was the first time in 30 years of public life I have attended the dawn service in Kings Park and the march.  It 
was a worthwhile experience and I recommend it to anyone.   
I noticed the Minister for Disability Services marching very proudly.  I think it is a great day for all Australians 
no matter where they are from.   

I refer to my electorate of Warren-Blackwood and the recent election campaign.  I have represented that seat for 
16 years, covering five elections.  The first election I contested I lost by 197 votes against a prominent and well 
respected minister at the time, Hon Hywel David Evans, who represented the area for about 20 years and was 
well regarded by people on both sides of politics.  Since then I have been the member and have tried very hard to 
represent all the interests of the people within my electorate.  I have been well supported by not only my 
immediate family but also my extended family and friends one accumulates over a lifetime.  Some of my best 
friends do not share the same political philosophy as I, but we have mutual respect for each other and have fun 
when we talk politics.   

Within my electorate there are four local government areas and at the recent election I was up against two shire 
presidents, one from the Greens (WA) and the other from the Labor Party.  In addition, I lost a considerable area 
of my electorate to the member for Wagin.  I refer to the eastern ward of the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes, 
the people from which have given me great support over the years.  My campaign committee has also been very 
diligent over the years.  I am not about to explain how we campaign in Warren-Blackwood, because I will not 
divulge any of our secrets of why the electorate of Warren-Blackwood is a 65 per cent, two-party preferred 
Liberal seat, when it was a Labor seat about 16 years or so ago.  Obviously the lower south west corner is a very 
important part of the state.  It takes in all the prominent areas of the vineyard, dairy and horticultural industries, 
and of course the whole spectrum of agriculture, as well as the timber industry in the big timber country. 

One of the areas to which I want the government to pay particular attention is health.  One of the things that has 
happened in the past 10 years in my electorate relates to the delivery of services to people in that area.  When the 
coalition was in government between 1993 and 2001, it provided excellent physical services to the area: the 
hospitals at Manjimup were upgraded; a new hospital was built at Pemberton; the hospital at Nannup was rebuilt; 
and significant changes were made to hospital facilities right across the electorate.  There were also changes in 
educational facilities.  I was very proud of those outcomes.  However, since the coalition lost government, the 
delivery of services has diminished in that area.  It is significant that it has occurred not only in the district of 
Warren-Blackwood but also across a number of districts in regional Western Australia.  Members opposite may 
be better informed than I, but there seems to be a centralisation of government health services to regional 
centres.  I am not opposed to upgrading services available at the co-located hospital in Bunbury.  It was a great 
initiative of the previous government, which had the regional hospital built and co-located with the St John of 
God Hospital.  I want it to be one of the best hospitals in Western Australia.  However, that should not occur at 
the expense of the smaller hospitals in south west Western Australia.  To that extent there is much to be done and 
much for the government to take notice of, particularly in the area of mental health.   

The government was dragged kicking and screaming to address mental health issues.  When I first became the 
member for Warren-Blackwood, people had never heard of mental health patients being in the area; they all 
resided at Graylands Hospital in Perth.  With new technology and new drugs and the development of mental 
health nurses in Western Australia, people with mental health problems could live in their home towns and be 
prescribed drugs so that they could live normal lives.  My office often receives a visit from the local mental 
health nurse.  He is very hardworking, and certainly overworked.  My office has regular contact with people who 
are experiencing mental health problems, which never happened 10 years ago.  One could ask whether that is 
good or bad.  I believe it is good that those people can lead normal lives as a result of proper medication and 
some supervision.  The fact that those mental health services have diminished is a great shame.  We need to do 
something about it.  We need to ensure that enough mental health nurses are provided for those people to 
continue to lead normal lives.  We as members of Parliament will then be able to talk regularly to those people.  
We will become aware of people in our electorates who are experiencing problems and be able to provide some 
compassion and support for them. 

Another issue of concern in my area is podiatry.  People who are not pensioners with diabetes or of indigenous 
descent do not receive a podiatry service.  People have to wait for up to three or four months to get to a 
podiatrist.  In this modern day that is not acceptable anywhere.  The government needs to be aware of that.  
There are also issues with physiotherapy, with which we are reasonably well serviced, and with occupational 
therapy and speech therapy, which are all vital services that are required in communities no matter where they 
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are in Western Australia.  Failure to deliver those services is an indictment of the government.  I know about that 
when I talk to the health services manager, Michael Moodie, who, as many people will know, was at King 
Edward Memorial Hospital dealing with the major inquiry.  Michael Moodie responds directly to the Minister 
for Health.  Unlike any other health service in Western Australia, the South West Area Health Service manager 
responds to the minister.  In the advice Hon Barry House and I received in talks with the area manager, we were 
told that if we can guarantee a population-based budget, not a historical one, which contains a contingency for 
growth, the South West Area Health Service will counter any challenge it is given.  The truth of the matter is that 
its budget is increased by three per cent each year, of which 2.5 per cent is for inflation.  That gives its manager a 
0.5 per cent increase in budget to cater for all the growth in that area.  We all know how the population of the 
area of Busselton and Margaret River is growing.  In the end, the area health service manager has only one 
option, which is to cut the budget.  Where does he cut it?  He cuts it in expenditure on full-time equivalents.  
When the number of FTEs is cut, it is inevitable that there are cuts in services.   

I implore the government to take notice of what is happening in regional Western Australia.  If this Labor 
government wants to go down in history as the government that ignored people in regional Western Australia, it 
need only continue on its present course, because in the end there will be a revolt.  Let me remind members 
opposite, and ministers in particular, that, for every person who lives in country Western Australia, there is a 
person in metropolitan Perth, where the Labor Party holds all the seats, who is directly related to someone in 
regional Western Australia or who in the past has lived in regional Western Australia.  Members opposite should 
bear in mind that not more than 25 years ago half the population of Western Australia lived in the country.  In 
contrast, probably three-quarters of the population now lives in the metropolitan area.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  I can see you are another Pol Pot. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is distracting me.  This is important: currently 
one-quarter of the population lives in regional Western Australia and three-quarters lives in the metropolitan 
area.  The Labor Party has recognised that and is concentrating its efforts on metropolitan Perth.  Let me tell 
members opposite that, as night follows day, people will very soon become aware of that situation and the wheel 
will turn.   

People in Western Australia, particularly those in country areas, require services.  If one takes the example of 
obstetrics at the Margaret River District Hospital, with some $3.5 million being spent after a five-year wait, the 
hospital is finally getting the improvements to which the previous government was committed.  The initiative has 
been long awaited and is welcomed by the people in that area.  However, when a district has 15 doctors, as does 
the Augusta-Margaret River district, and it is in danger of losing its obstetricians, it is not good enough.  All it 
needs is a system of roster, such as that which occurs in Busselton, and the problem will be resolved.  That is a 
simple solution that should not be difficult to implement.  

In major contrast with that, downtown Manjimup, which is the area in which my electorate office is situated, has 
two doctors.  That town has more constituents than Margaret River, yet it has only two doctors compared with 
15.  The reason for that is obviously the lifestyle that Margaret River can offer.  However, again the government 
has failed to attract doctors to the Manjimup area.  The local government is now concerned about that issue and 
is doing something about it.  However, I am sure the health authorities in Western Australia could do more than 
they are doing at the moment.   

I refer to an article on the front page of the Manjimup-Bridgetown Times of Wednesday, 30 March headed “More 
doctors needed”.  It refers to a proposal to boost medical services.  The shire is now talking about setting up a 
medical practice.  Prior to the election, I called for the setting up of a medical centre that could attract doctors 
and give them some incentives.  The then Labor candidate said that everything was okay with the health services 
in that area.  However, I notice that he is now saying that more doctors are needed in Manjimup.  Given that 
there are 5 000 people in the town alone, and 7 000 in the greater Manjimup area, it should be able to attract 
more than two doctors.  Pemberton, which is just 30 kilometres down the road, now has four doctors to service 
that area, so hopefully the areas of conflict at Pemberton will now be resolved. 

Another important issue is the transportation of aged people to the hospital.  Currently the ambulance cannot be 
used to transport those people.  A special bus should be provided to transport aged people to the hospital.  These 
things are available to people in the major regional centres and in the metropolitan area but not to people in 
regional Western Australia. 

We welcome the fact that Margaret River Hospital is to be upgraded.  If we wanted to be critical, we would say 
it has taken five years too long.  However, we should not be too critical.  We should give praise where it is due, 
and although it has taken a long time, the people in Margaret River are very grateful for that upgrade.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 April 2005] 

 p652b-690a 
Mr John Day; Mr John McGrath; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Bob Kucera; Mr Tony Simpson; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr 
David Templeman; Mr Peter Watson; Mr John Kobelke; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tony 

McRae; Mr Max Trenorden; Dr Judy Edwards; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Murray Cowper; Dr Graham Jacobs 

 [22] 

Another major issue in Margaret River is the need for a perimeter road.  The main street of Margaret River is the 
main thoroughfare, Bussell Highway.  A huge amount of traffic goes down that road.  It is creating a huge traffic 
hazard.  It is certainly a danger to life.  It is only a matter of time before someone in the centre of Margaret River 
is seriously hurt on that road.  At the top of the hill, at the intersection of Wallcliffe Road and Bussell Highway, 
there are two schools - the senior high school and the primary school.  Each of those schools has 700 students 
who have to cross that road.  Sixteen or 17 buses a day collect kids from those schools.  It is essential that a 
perimeter road be built to take traffic away from the centre of Margaret River.  Hon Barry House and I have been 
working with the parents and citizens association and the local shire, and also with the new chamber of 
commerce, which is very proactive in that area.  This government has had windfall revenue gains from the goods 
and services tax, the Grants Commission, royalties and stamp duty.  The government has no excuse for not 
building these fundamental infrastructure projects.  They are about the safety of school children and other people 
in the main street of Margaret River.  What could be more important than the safety of school children on a 
major intersection?  This is a matter that needs to be addressed urgently. 

Another major issue in Margaret River is the re-use of waste water from the Gnarabup waste water facility on the 
fairways and greens at Margaret River golf course.  It is a beautiful setting.  There is a terrific group of people at 
the Margaret River Golf Club who are more than prepared to spend their own money to help the government 
recycle that water and thereby avoid the need to upgrade that facility.  It would be a win, win situation no matter 
which way we look at it.  The Water Corporation should stop looking at its bottom line and realise that if it does 
not need to upgrade that waste water facility it will save money and also enhance the golf course.  They are 
things that we will certainly be working on.   

Another important issue is the Donovan Street land.  That is an area of about 80 hectares just to the north of the 
town site, surrounding the hospital.  It is in pristine condition.  Various botanical studies have been carried out 
on it by professionals over a long period, and it has become known as the Kings Park of Augusta.  The majority 
of the people in Augusta want that land to be reserved for the community.  The Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure - who came into the chamber and gave me a bit of a serve, but who I notice has now left - is 
considering a proposal that that land be used for residential development.  Members of this house would know 
that I am no rabid greenie.  However, I believe that land should be reserved.  Crown land is available on the 
other side of Bussell Highway, within the town boundary, that could be used for residential development.  The 
price of land in that area is growing exponentially.  The government should accede to the desire of the local 
Augusta community to reserve that land.  It might seem trivial to people who live in the city, but to the people in 
Augusta it is a vitally important matter.  I strongly support the reservation of that land.   

Another important issue is the need for a marina at Augusta.  There is no safe anchorage on the south coast from 
Bunbury right around to Albany, an area of a couple of hundred kilometres.  We hear stories all the time about 
people who are being disadvantaged because of that, such as the people in the abalone and crayfish industries.  
From a safety point of view there should be a safe anchorage in Augusta.  The area that is favoured the most by 
the people of Augusta is Flat Rock.  That marina needs to be planned now.  The government should put its 
windfall revenue gains into infrastructure such as this.   

It is important also that I mention the problem of heavy haulage in the Bridgetown-Greenbushes area.  I intend to 
raise that matter as a special debate in this Parliament, because the government’s decision to allow the railway 
line south of Bridgetown to close will put at risk not only people in Bridgetown but also people who use South 
West Highway, because it will lead to an increase in the volume of traffic on the roads in that area.  South West 
Highway needs to be ungraded, and the water supply in those areas needs to be upgraded.   

I now refer briefly to the timber industry.  I have in my hand a copy of the front page of The West Australian of 
Thursday, 6 December 2001.  It is a great front page, because it has a photograph of two lovely old people who 
are having a little cuddle, and underneath it are the words “Love stays strong after 75 years”.  That is a great 
story.  I kept that article not only because of those people but because of the headline “Timber Cuts - 1000 
workers will lose jobs, admits Gallop”.  The article states -  

The decision to end old-growth logging in the South-West will cost 1000 jobs, Premier Geoff Gallop 
has admitted.   

The article states also -  

According to the Forest Industries Federation, another 3000 jobs in associated industries and small 
businesses in the region will be lost.   

Dr Gallop, who made the admission in Parliament, said the Government would deliver on its 
commitment to create new job opportunities in towns hit by the ban. 
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“We are more than confident that as a result of the initiatives we are going to take, there will be new 
jobs created in the South-West of our State that will more than compensate for those that are lost as a 
result of an important decision,” he said.   

“We are taking initiatives that will create new jobs in that area, sustainable jobs, based upon the 
conservation of our old-growth forests rather than their destruction”.   

The article contains a counterstatement by the executive director of the Forest Industries Federation, Bob Pearce, 
that as many as 3 000 jobs could be lost. 

We have heard the government talk about the $160-odd million that was paid in compensation because of a 
breach of contract created by the government’s decision, which affected timber businesses.  The timber industry 
workers were given redundancy packages of three weeks pay for every year of service up to a maximum of 85 
weeks.  The redundancy packages also included retraining.  The truth of the matter is that in downtown 
Manjimup the depression, which was a result of the decision to restructure the timber industry, still exists today.  
Under the old-growth forest policy and the national forest agreement, the government proposed that some money 
would be spent on restructuring the industry.  Approximately $8.5 million was allocated. 

Mr M.P. Murray:  What is the unemployment rate in Manjimup? 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  It is a good question.  The rate of unemployment in Manjimup is 4.4 per cent, which is 
below the state average.  It is because there is a very vibrant horticultural industry that requires a large number of 
itinerant workers.  There is no other reason.  As a result of the Labor Party’s policy, many people left the district.  
The district bears no resemblance to what it was before that.  It was a vibrant economy and the town serviced the 
entire lower south west region.  Even today, the businesses in the area are suffering.  Under the Regional Forest 
Agreement the government promised a package of $8.5 million to resurrect the furniture industry in the area.  
That has not come to fruition.  The Labor Party has let down the people of the lower south west of the state.  
There is no doubt about that.  It has done that particularly with businesses in Manjimup that were not directly 
related to the timber industry.  They survived because of the commerce that was generated by the industry.  I can 
provide figures.  On Wednesday, 5 January 2005 an article in the Manjimup-Bridgetown Times headed “Labour 
figures alarm” stated in part - 

A continued labourforce decline in the shire has prompted Manjimup Chamber of Commerce president 
Darren East to call for urgent new industry investment in the region. 

The Manjimup shire’s labourforce shrunk by 110 people in the year to September 2004 and has dropped 
by 707 people since September 2002 . . .  

That is the answer to the question asked by the member for Collie-Wellington.  There is the evidence; it is on the 
front page of the local paper. 

I wanted to raise a number of other issues about the electorate and I am sure there will be other opportunities.  
Needless to say, the government has got to lift its game, and I hope it is not punishing the people of Warren-
Blackwood because their member is from the conservative side of politics. 
I have an amendment to the Address-in-Rely. 

Amendment to Motion 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I move - 

To add the following words to the Address-in-Reply - 

but regrets to inform Your Excellency that the state government has completely failed to 
manage the health of the Swan River and as a result has put the river’s aquatic, bird and plant 
life at serious risk of short and long-term harm and in so doing is ensuring future generations 
of Western Australians will not be able to enjoy the Swan River  

MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [7.53 pm]:  I support the amendment moved by the Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition, which refers to the government’s failure to manage the health of the Swan River.  The 
government has failed to address the issue of the river’s aquatic, bird and plant life, which is at serious risk in the 
short and long-term.  All members of this place should work towards ensuring that future generations of Western 
Australians have the same opportunity to enjoy the river system.  Over the past few years we have seen the river 
system failing. 
The Swan and Canning Rivers are very important to the state.  If anyone in the state were asked how he viewed 
the Swan and Canning Rivers, he would say that they are the jewel in the crown of the metropolitan area.  They 
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certainly are in my mind.  A number of people use the river system: recreational boat users, tourists, and people 
generally enjoying the amenity of the river by running, jogging, walking or cycling.   
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The member for Albany is definitely a serious runner.  I would probably be 
classed as a very slow jogger! 

Many watercraft use the river system.  There are speedboats, water skiers, yachts, powerboats, dinghies, 
rowboats and personal watercraft.  Many people use the river system.  It is a lifestyle that we have enjoyed for 
many years and we should be looking after it.  This is about quality of life.  It is incumbent on all of us to value 
this amazing asset. 
On one hand, I commend the government for heritage listing the Swan and Canning Rivers one year ago.  In so 
doing it recognised that they were an asset that the community valued.  The community realises their value to its 
quality of life.  At the same time, when an asset such as the river system is valued, it also has to be funded to 
ensure that it is looked after.  I do not believe the government has done that at all.  I will demonstrate that as I 
speak further to the motion. 
Saturday’s edition of The West Australian carried an article by Monica Videnieks and Eloise Dortch about 
drainage pollution on the Swan River.  The article states, in part - 

More than a year ago, Geoff Gallop and his Environment Minister Judy Edwards stood on the banks of 
the Swan River to crown it the State’s first heritage icon and declare an extra $15 million would be 
spent preserving the precious waterway.   

Nine algal blooms and two raw sewage spills later, conservationists and the public are rightly left 
wondering: What happened? 

What has happened?  A time line from December 2001 shows that the government has, in essence, been the 
greatest polluter. 
In December 2001, 160 000 litres of raw sewage spilled into the Canning River between Canning Bridge and 
Salter Point.  On 14 January 2003, 50 000 litres of raw sewage emptied into the Swan River.  That occurred after 
fat blocked a 1940s Nedlands sewer.  The fat build-up discharged into the waste water system causing a 
blockage that forced sewage through a manhole at the corner of Elizabeth Street and Kingsway.  The sewage 
flowed into a stormwater drain that discharged at J. H. Abrahams Reserve.   
In May, July and November 2003, 1.3 million litres of raw sewage was discharged due to a power failure at the 
Flora Street station in Guildford.  That was three occasions!  It is interesting to note that one of those occasions 
went unnoticed for a number of days.  The case of the 1.3 million litres of raw sewage that fouled the Swan 
River at Guildford in 2003 is not expected to be heard until March 2006.  I make reference to that because this 
minister said we needed to ensure that the message was sent that the government would carry a big stick; that the 
government would condemn people polluting the river.  The government has been the biggest vandal yet nothing 
has happened.  The cases regarding those three spills, in which 1.3 million litres of sewage enter the river, still 
have not been heard.  The minister said in her media statement of 22 December 2002 -  

“The clear message of the review was that the Swan and Canning Rivers are important to the 
community and an independent Swan River Trust is regarded as necessary to secure their future 
protection and management,” Dr Edwards said. 

“However, the changes proposed will increase the trust’s capacity to meet community expectations of 
how this should happen. 

“Key issues highlighted by the review included the trust taking a more substantial role in setting clear 
strategic directions for the protection of the Swan and Canning rivers.  

“In addition, there is a need to increase the transparency and accountability of trust to the community at 
large and increasing the trust’s enforcement capacity.” 

What has happened with this enforcement capacity?  Absolutely zip; absolutely nothing.  This happened in 2003, 
and these matters are not likely to come to court until March 2006.  What happens to our beautiful pristine river 
system? 

In October 2004 a pipe burst in Caversham resulting in a huge spill of millions of litres of raw sewage into the 
river.  As I understand it, the river near Caversham remained closed for the weekend, and the event was reported 
in The West Australian as engineers tried to find a damaged pipe under the river.  The article stated - 
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Engineers were hoping to reach the damaged section of pipe last night and a Water Corporation 
spokesman said it was expected information on exactly what had caused the leak and the extent of the 
spill would be available today.  

In April 2005 contractors for the Water Corporation confused a drainage pipe for a sewage pipe, releasing 
another 250 000 litres of raw sewage at Coode St jetty.  That happened only a few days ago, and the article in 
The West Australian stated -  

The Health Department has closed 700m of the river near the jetty to fishing, swimming and all other 
recreation until further notice. 

. . . 

Swan River Trust general manager Rod Hughes said Department of Environment enforcement staff had 
inspected the spill and would prosecute the corporation if warranted.  

It certainly is warranted.  We have seen so many of these spills into our river system that we really need to 
ensure that tougher powers are made available.  The minister actually talked about tougher powers, and her 
statement was reported in The West Australian on Saturday, 5 July 2003.  The article stated - 

Dr Edwards said solving the problems was one of her top priorities.  

As I said, the three cases reported in 2003 will not be heard until March 2006.  The minister talked two years ago 
about tougher penalties.  What is happening with the Water Corporation?  What are we doing to prevent these 
spills?  What are we doing to ensure that this government agency is made responsible for sewage spills into our 
pristine river system, which we should all be trying to protect?  

The theme in all of this is that the majority of cases that have been brought to notice have been as a result of 
action by members of the community to highlight and raise this issue.  We should be making sure that measures 
are in place to ensure that such leakages from sewerage systems that do occur are detected and acted upon 
quickly.  It is simply unreasonable to wait until 2006 for the Water Corporation to be held responsible for the 
sewage spills.  The minister has talked about bringing tough new legislation into the Parliament.  My 
understanding is that that legislation will not be brought into the Parliament until the end of this year.  I 
understand that a great deal of consultation has taken place, that stakeholders have been working with the 
government agencies, and that it is an important piece of legislation; however, in the interim we should be 
ensuring that the Water Corporation is held accountable and responsible for the large number of spills into our 
wonderful river system. 

I notice that the minister has come into the chamber.  I appreciate that she has possibly had other parliamentary 
duties, and I am glad to see that she is here.  A year ago, the minister and Premier Geoff Gallop heritage-listed 
the Swan and Canning river system, and I commend the government for doing that.  It is something that is very 
important to the people of Western Australia, and we should all be protecting our river system.  As I said before 
the minister came into the chamber, the river system needs to be well funded, and we should be ensuring that the 
funding is available.  During an estimates committee hearing in 2003, when the minister was asked a question 
about the Swan River Trust budget, she replied - 

This budget is very tight.  We cannot have a state budget in which we increase spending on health by 
$282 million, education by $91 million and police by $29 million - 

All those things are very important, but I think our river system is equally important.  In their hearts and minds, 
people out there would be suggesting that the government needs to be doing more.  The minister went on - 

as well as increases in the disability sector and other areas, without being pretty tight in other areas in 
which, for example, the rate of growth of commonwealth revenue is only 0.9 per cent and the rate of 
royalties is tipped to grow at only a tiny rate.  This budget is tight, the overall state budget is tight and, 
as the member has quite rightly pointed out, the Swan River Trust budget in particular is very tight. 

This is all very tight, but we really need to be spending more money on it, and the minister needs to come out 
with that big stick and ensure that the Water Corporation is held accountable and responsible for what it has done 
to the river system.  I am not a scientist, but I had a quick lesson last week in algal blooms - what they are and 
how they happen.  I am still not an authority on the subject, but I certainly believe that we should be doing our 
utmost to ensure that our river system is well looked after.  The article from last Saturday that I referred to earlier 
goes on to state -  
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The State Government and the Water Corporation are loath to say what it will cost to fix the Swan’s 
problems, but Swan River Trust aquatic science manager Malcolm Robb estimates it could be up to 
$12 million . . .  

That refers to the drainage system.  I understand there has been a drainage report on that single drain.  That is an 
issue that certainly needs to be addressed.  Along with that, the government should never have delayed the infill 
sewerage program started by the Court coalition government, which would have ensured that the program was 
completed by 2004.  I think the member for Dawesville was responsible for that project when he was minister.  

Dr K.D. Hames:  I carried on a project that had been started by previous minister.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It was started by the member for Warren-Blackwood! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I am sorry, the member for Warren-Blackwood was responsible!  I will not argue 
the toss; let us say that the Court coalition government initiated that program and it was delayed for five years by 
the present government.  That is another matter that needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency.  I also noted 
that funding for the WA Estuarine Research Foundation was stopped when this government took office in 2001.  
It is interesting that that water research centre was working on ways to predict and stop algal blooms in the river.  
Why would the government do that? 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  Ask the member for Dawesville. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Why would the government stop the WA Estuarine Research Foundation 
working on ways to predict - 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I have learnt something. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  Member for Carine, you are wrong, and The West Australian was wrong.  I have explained 
to The West Australian that it was wrong. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  All right.  I say to the minister that this is a new shadow portfolio for me.  I am 
interested in finding out what happened.  I am also interested in finding out about aspects concerning 
oxygenation and the modified clay Phoslock.  Why was that program never carried on? 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  They are both being carried on at the moment. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  They are.  I am just trying to find out whether that is working. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  I will tell you when I reply. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  You should get a briefing. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I have actually sought a briefing.  The member should make his own speech.  If 
he wants to make glib comments, he should contribute in an effective way.  I have been seeking briefings.  Those 
guys opposite want to interject and try to interrupt people so that we lose our direction.  I am trying to conduct a 
civil conversation with the minister.  The member’s contributions do absolutely zip for it. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Why don’t you tell him what you really think? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Would members like to know what I really think? 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr S.C. Thomas):  Order, members! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Perhaps the minister will explain some of the things that the government is doing 
in the river system to ensure that those algal blooms do not occur.  I met with people from the Swan River Trust 
last Friday, and they were able to enlighten me on some matters.  It is certainly a serious issue to ensure that we 
have enough funding to put the best possible programs in place to make certain that our water system is being 
looked after.  As I said, it is a jewel in the crown of our state.  It is an asset to us.  People value it and want to 
ensure that future generations can appreciate the river system.  I will be very interested to hear the minister’s 
comments. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [8.12 pm]:  I am glad the minister has her pen out, because I believe the list of 
questions will continue.  I certainly do not want to have a go at the minister in any way for two reasons.  One is 
that I know from personal experience how difficult it is to manage issues relating to the river, how many interest 
groups there are and for how long this problem has been developing.  It is not just a recent problem that suddenly 
the river became polluted.  This has been developing for many years.  The second is that during my recent time 
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out of this house when I was a consultant, the minister was very cooperative in looking at different issues that I 
was helping to present regarding the river.  It is on that issue and other similar issues that I want to pose some 
questions to the minister, and I hope that she will respond in time.   

First, I would like to hear the minister’s further comments on the issues that were put in place when we were in 
government.  I read in the newspaper that the government’s oxygenation program - I could never say that word, 
even when I was a minister - in the Canning River was having moderate success.  It was certainly providing 
oxygen and was stopping algal blooms in that section of the river.  However, I note with interest the comments 
in the newspaper that it was not sufficient to stop the recent algal bloom in that area.  The research suggested that 
it should have stopped it, but it did not.  Phoslock is an interesting product.  It is a modified clay that is designed 
to absorb phosphates.  The theory is that when it is spread over the bottom of the river, it will bind to those 
phosphates and stop the phosphate release, which obviously leads to the development of algal blooms.  There 
was some suggestion of its being able to be used on a wider scale, but it is very expensive.  I understand that a 
local product was being produced as an alternative to Phoslock.  I would like to get some information on what 
has happened with that alternative program and how it has progressed.  Is that Phoslock equivalent being used in 
other places?   

As the minister knows, the major problem, apart from the phosphates that abound in the sediments of the Swan 
River, was the huge amount of phosphates and nitrates going into the Swan and Canning Rivers from other 
sources, particularly through the drainage system, and also through areas such as the Ellenbrook catchment as a 
result of the farming that goes on in that area.  I will wait until the minister has finished her conversation, 
because I want her to respond to these issues. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  Sorry. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  The issue is the phosphates going into the system.  I remember when I was on the council of 
the City of Bayswater with the member for Ballajura.  We undertook a study of the Bayswater main drain and 
looked at the issue of the phosphates going down that drain.  The Minister for the Environment was chair of the 
local catchment group that was managing the issue at that time.  I believe that at the time something like 
90 tonnes of phosphate were going into the Swan River.  These figures may be wrong, because they are 15 years 
old in my head now.  Something like seven or eight tonnes a year went down the Bayswater main drain, and 
something like 20 tonnes-odd came from the upper reaches of the Swan River through the Ellenbrook catchment 
region.  We put a lot of funding into catchment management groups to try to address those issues, to try to teach 
farmers to use less soluble phosphates and to try to reduce the nutrient flow into the river by planting along the 
source of the drains and so on.  I would like to know how that has proceeded and how the groups are going.  
Does the minister have the support of her government to fund those catchment management groups, or has there 
been a reduction in that funding?   

As the minister knows, when a sewerage pipe bursts, nothing much can be done.  The previous government put 
in a lot of money to address pump breakdowns.  As the minister knows, we were having problems with Western 
Power even in those days.  When power failed to get to a pumping station, the sewage could back up and 
overflow into the Swan River.  Therefore, we put in money at that time to provide backup power plants and to 
have high quality emergency procedures to deal with any pump failure.  However, that does not alleviate the 
problem of a pipe bursting somewhere along the way and sewage going into the river from it.  One of the major 
sources of pollution of the river is, of course, septic tanks.  Therefore, as part of our infill sewerage program, we 
were spending $80 million to $90 million a year when I was the minister to carry out that infill sewerage 
program.  In particular, we concentrated on areas close to the river.  I say to the member for Ballajura that I 
remember when the Moojebing Reserve area was unsewered.  In fact, it was a high watertable and could not 
even be built on.  However, we made sure - 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Is that the area that you didn’t want to develop? 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I did not say that I did not want to develop it.  It could not be developed without infill 
sewerage.  We put infill sewerage into all those areas just along from the member’s mansion on the river and 
made sure that none of those areas drained into the Swan River.  This government has slashed funding to the 
infill sewerage program.  At last check, I believe the $80 million to $90 million a year that we were spending had 
come down to about $40 million a year.  Therefore, there are huge waiting times for infill sewerage to go into 
areas along the river.  In fact, I know that in many areas in my electorate of Dawesville, septic tank systems still 
drain into the estuary of the Peel catchment.  Infill sewerage is required in those areas, but it has not been 
provided.  During the election campaign, words were attributed to the minister to the effect that the infill 
sewerage program would be extended in that area.  We have been trying to chase that through questions in the 
other place.  Did the minister say that?  If she did not, who said it, and who will do it? 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 April 2005] 

 p652b-690a 
Mr John Day; Mr John McGrath; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Bob Kucera; Mr Tony Simpson; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr 
David Templeman; Mr Peter Watson; Mr John Kobelke; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tony 

McRae; Mr Max Trenorden; Dr Judy Edwards; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Murray Cowper; Dr Graham Jacobs 

 [28] 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  We have answered that question.  I will put it on the record.  What the reporters put in that 
article was swapped.  The words that I said were attributed to the Minister for Government Enterprises, and the 
words he said were attributed to me.  As far as I know, he said the words have been confirmed. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  We have still been unable to find out, minister. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  The question has been answered. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  We found out what the words are, but we have been unable to find out what they mean.  
What sewerage will be put in, and when?  Nobody seems to be prepared to give that answer and indicate when 
that infill sewerage will be provided. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  I understand that it’s been provided to the person who asked the question. 

DR K.D. HAMES:  It was not the case as of an hour ago, minister, when I spoke to that member outside this 
place.  He may not have told me all the information he was given, but he did not indicate any knowledge about 
when that sewerage was going to be put in.  As the minister knows, significant problems exist in my electorate 
with pollution and algal blooms in the river catchment systems coming into the Peel estuary.  We would be very 
interested in finding out that information. 

The minister will recall that during the last few years, she made an announcement of significantly increased 
funding to deal with pollution in the Swan and Canning Rivers.  As the minister is aware, I worked as a 
consultant at the time.  I have to declare an interest here: one of the proposals I am about to raise in the house I 
supported as a consultant in getting the issue raised with the minister.  I refer to phosphate and nitrate drainage in 
catchment systems flowing into the rivers.  I was under the impression that once the minister made the 
announcement of an allocation of $15 million over four years, she would get out and make these programs 
happen.  It seemed to be a tremendous opportunity that the minister put forward to allow a range of different 
products to be put together in a system to significantly reduce pollution in the rivers.  From memory, the sorts of 
things under discussion were pollutant traps.  I note that many local governments now have physical traps in 
place to remove waste products floating in the drainage systems before they reach the rivers.  I refer to the 
Storm-max proposal in particular, which was the product I supported.  Storm-max is a system that was put in 
place in two locations by the Water Corporation.  It is simply a dam with pervious walls.  The dam contains 
substances similar to the red mud used in the Ecomax system, but this different product seems to have greater 
potential for absorbing phosphate.  The water flows through the dam on the way to the river, and all the 
phosphates are removed.  Other proposals had other products in the bed leading up to that dam.  I forget what 
they were exactly, but they were a gravel in the bed system to take out nitrates.  It was a great opportunity to 
have a series of those traps in areas like the Bayswater main drain to reduce the remnants of the pollutants still 
going down that drain.  There are other drains, such as the Mill Street drain, with much worse pollution.  This 
combination of products would be a great step forward in reducing the nutrient flow into the river. 

Of greater importance was the Ellenbrook catchment and the whole surrounding region, which in the old days 
carried something like 26 tonnes of phosphate a year and delivered significant amounts of nitrates into the river.  
The opportunity arose for the minister to put in place a series of smaller dams to take out nutrients.  If the 
minister wonders how that could have been paid for, the minister had the $15 million funding over four years, 
and Water Corporation funds could have been used.  The corporation charges a drainage levy for all areas in the 
metropolitan area with drainage.  The corporation made a commitment as part of the Ellenbrook development to 
fund measures to reduce nutrient flow from the Ellenbrook catchment into the river.  There is a very strong 
precedent for the minister to be able to get the Water Corporation to contribute significant funds to proposals to 
stop river pollution.   

I know it is very hard to treat issues such as those of sediment and phosphate, which have been collecting in the 
river for 100 years.  However, when the minister announced the $15 million funding two or three years ago, it 
presented a great opportunity for the minister to make major progress in reducing the pollution that is currently 
flowing through to the Swan and Canning Rivers.  I have not heard anything about the proposals since.  I have 
not seen any progress.  I have certainly not heard from the Storm-max people that their proposal is about to be 
put in place.  Maybe the minister decided on something else instead.  If she has found something as good or 
better, good.  However, there is a product, as indicated in the Water Corporation trials, that makes a major 
difference in reducing phosphate flow.  The old-fashioned method of planting reeds in five acres of nutrient 
catchments just does not work.  This Storm-max system worked.  It caused major reductions in the phosphates in 
the areas in which it was trialled by the Water Corporation.  I think that such products, combined with all the 
other proposals put forward to the minister at the time, should have been put in place.  Given that, as far as I 
know they are not in place, I would like the minister to tell the house when they are proposed to be applied. 
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It is not easy to be hard on one’s own government, but it seem that the minister has not been getting the financial 
support she needs from her government to put in place sufficient mechanisms to deal with the major pollution 
that is occurring in the Swan and Canning Rivers and the rivers in my Peel region.  The minister needs to 
seriously twist the Treasurer’s arm in the lead-up to the next budget to ensure that she gets the funds she needs. 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [8.25 pm]:  I was not going to speak on this amendment to the Address-in-Reply, 
but a couple of recent speakers have demonstrated, yes, a genuine concern, but also a failure to understand the 
programs that are under way in localities up and down the Swan and Canning River catchments.  I will give 
some examples of local projects in and around the Canning River that go directly to the question raised by the 
previous couple of speakers.  I will also provide a couple of examples of nutrient traps and stripping models that 
are now being put in place.  I will mention three very quickly. 

The Bannister Creek Catchment Group, which is part of a greater urban land care system under the umbrella of 
the South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare, is a localised tributary catchment volunteer group working 
on Bannister Creek, which runs out of Canning Vale and down through Parkwood and Lynwood into the 
Canning River at Ferndale.  A group has operated there for nearly 15 years funded by state and local 
governments.  These volunteers started a process recreating a living stream from the original Water Authority, as 
it then was, drainage ditch: where there had been a natural alluvial plain and permanent creek flow into the 
Canning River, that entire area was drained by the dredging of a quite deep, sharply banked drain to facilitate 
urban development in that part of the urban region.  The Bannister Creek Catchment Group over the past 15 
years has worked back from the join of Bannister Creek and Canning River to recreate river beds and banks and 
flood plains to recreate a living stream.  That action does a number of things, as I am sure the member for 
Dawesville is aware from his previous experience, as indicated in some points he discussed earlier.  Most 
importantly, in terms of nutrient loads going into the Swan and Canning Rivers at a very localised level, this 
process creates the physical environment in which replanting of beds, the slowing of the water flow and the 
creation of flood plains means that nutrients are stripped from the water as it proceeds down the small tributary.  
That has proceeded for a number of years.   

Some of the local Nyoongah people told leaders of the catchment group that a measure of their progress would 
be when tortoises returned to the upper parts of the Bannister Creek.  Tortoises were present in the creek last 
winter when they were seen nesting and breeding.   

Recently the Minister for the Environment and I were able to announce funding for further work in the upper 
catchments of Bannister Creek for the Hawkesbury lake and drain project.  It involves only a small amount of 
funding, but it is typical of the kind of work that must occur in very localised areas and it does a number of 
things.  The Hawkesbury lake system includes two compensation basins in the eastern part of Willetton.  They 
drain across through Parkwood and then down on through Bannister Creek.  Those compensation basins do not 
work in such a way as to provide any real nutrient stripping, and the drain that leads off them is typical of the 
kind of Water Authority constructed drainage line for the fast removal of floodwaters that has caused part of the 
problem for the Swan and Canning Rivers.  As those compensation basins and fast flowing channel lines were 
created and then intensive urban development was built around them, the conditions were created for very high 
nutrient loads into those systems that were designed to remove floodwaters quickly.  All around the metropolitan 
region - and the member for Dawesville has named a couple of others on the Swan - the very circumstances have 
been created to increase the nutrient load into the Swan and Canning Rivers.   

The Hawkesbury lake and drain project will involve some soil testing of the lakes to determine the structure and 
type of soils and what capacity there is to carry out more groundwater recharge than is occurring at the moment 
and, through that, to increase nutrient filtering in the process.  It will also involve replanting of native grasses, 
sedges and trees that have a higher nutrient take-up than plants like buffalo grass that have tended to grow across 
them.  Similarly, on the drainage line, which is designed for fast removal of floodwaters, there will be a little bit 
of change to the fall so that it will meander just a little and create inner and outer banks as the stream turns.  The 
flow of water will also be slowed to the extent that there is a significant measurable reduction in the nutrient load 
being carried out of that local area all the way down the catchment into the Canning River.   

That project is only a $50 000 project.  It is relatively cheap because the Bannister Creek Catchment Group is 
funded by both the Swan Trust and the National Heritage Trust.  They have a number of on-field workers 
coordinated out of the South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare.  They, in turn, will work with a range of 
community volunteers.  Here is the key.  The member for Dawesville is right to talk about the large amount of 
funds available for infill sewerage, but if the very nature of catchment through that nutrient flow and load into 
our major rivers are to be changed there must be localised communities as partners to achieve that.  The 
Hawkesbury lake and drain project is typical and a great example of how those partnerships need to be built.  
The government is using an existing state and federal funded catchment group as coordinators.  They are charged 
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through their project grant and agreement to work with the City of Canning, which is very enthusiastic about 
working on this project, to engage directly with local residents and schools in those catchments.  Once the kids 
are involved the parents become involved, and once the parents are involved and understand that the amount of 
phosphorus and nitrogen that they are putting on their lawns has a direct impact on the nutrient load into that 
localised catchment, a deeper level of education of local communities is commenced and those communities take 
responsibility for behavioural change.  It is not a problem that can be dealt with only by major infrastructure 
investment.  It demands of the community behavioural change, and that cannot come around by using a big stick.  
It must come around because people want to be engaged in it at a very localised level, where it is meaningful to 
them.  The Hawkesbury lake project acts as a potent symbol of how to go about building those project 
partnerships.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  I am glad you are talking about these groups because they deserve the good publicity they can 
get.  When I was the minister I was talking about the same things you are talking about - reducing the amount of 
fertiliser used and getting children and parents involved.  When the current minister was in charge of the 
catchment group at Bayswater the Labor Party was in power.  Those things are essential and do reduce nutrients, 
but the major load of nutrients cannot be addressed by measures like that; it needs the minister to spend more 
money on it.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  The member for Dawesville had 30 minutes to make that point.  I do not agree with the 
member that all the effort must be on the major infrastructure.  I have already acknowledged that the use of 
infrastructure investment is a vital and important part of it.  If all members think about is the big machinery, big 
investment and the growth in investment of hundreds of millions of dollars, they will miss the very origin of the 
problem.   

The couple of examples the member for Dawesville raised about main drains flowing into the Swan are good 
examples of how just simply dealing with the stripping processes by use of a chemical in the soil -   

Dr K.D. Hames:  What you are saying is not true.  The current minister was involved in those issues you are 
talking about.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  The reality is the government knows it has only scratched the surface by doing that.  I will 
give another example that demonstrates how extensive is the demand for continued effort to put in nutrient 
stripping projects up and down the length and breadth of the Swan and Canning Rivers.  A little further upstream 
from where Bannister Creek comes in, but this time on the northern side of the Canning River, is the Liege Street 
main drain.  It is of similar size and importance to the drains the member for Dawesville referred to on the Swan 
River.  I do not know the precise amount of money allocated to this project but I understand it runs at about $1 
million.   

Dr J.M. Edwards:  Something like that.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I understand that $1 million of state funding has been allocated and that federal and local 
government funding has been added to that.  The Liege Street main drain is now being returned to a series of 
ponds and traps that closely resemble the kind of pond arrangement that existed across the Swan coastal plain 
prior to urban development and major landscape change caused by colonial settlement in this state.  The Liege 
Street drainage system does not rely on the incorporation of a purchased product of soil; it relies on the use of the 
existing soil structures and the re-creation of, firstly, a trap to take out large solids that float, like cans and plastic 
bottles, and are destructive to the environment.  It involves a series of those traps and then a quite complex set of 
wetland chains that are not only acting to re-create a natural pond and drainage network - 

Dr K.D. Hames:  Where is this?   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  In Liege Street, Cannington.  It is well worth a visit and I am sure the minister would be 
happy to arrange one.  I am the chair of the Canning River Regional Park Community Advisory Committee, and 
the Liege Street drain project incorporates and abuts the major works around this area.  It has required a 
significant investment in new technology, environmental design and water catchment design.  It has brought into 
the process the same range of bodies, including the South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare and also this 
time the Canning River Regional Park Volunteers - a group of 20 or 30 people who turn up, if not every day, 
every second or third day to do work in and around the park.  May I mention one particular person?  If the Swan 
and Canning Rivers are icons, the Canning River has its own personal icon in Jo Stone.  She is in the Canning 
River Regional Park every day of the week.  Most recently she and a number of volunteers went out for the 
second time to survey bird species.  The minister would be interested to know that 62 species of birds have been 
confirmed as resident or using the Canning River Regional Park.  That tells us something about biological 
diversity. 
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Dr K.D. Hames:  She sounds like the Eric Singleton of the Canning River.  We have one of those in Bayswater.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  These are special people.  Let me restate: we need the investment.  The Liege Street drain 
network and reformation is a good example of how investment must be made and how technology, science and 
design must be got right.  However, all that is useless unless we engage absolutely with the local community and 
those people who are carrying the message.  We may know what is causing the problem, but until we take it 
further up the chain and start causing behavioural change house by house, we will always be playing catch-up.  I 
agree that a great deal of investment is to be made in infrastructure.  I do not think it is possible to achieve 
anything with end-of-line infrastructure investment unless we have a plan for progressively tackling the origin of 
the problem. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I was not suggesting anything different. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  This motion, which I strongly reject and will oppose, suggests that kind of effort has not 
been going on under this government.  It has for the past four and a half years; indeed, the government has 
picked up some of the very good work done by the preceding conservative government.  We do not need to say 
that everything we do is good and everything that it did was bad; that is not the case.  What is true is that it has 
taken 170-odd years to get to this point of having the two major river systems in and around the urban area of 
Perth under serious threat.  It will take a sustained effort on both sides of politics to resolve that.  It will involve a 
huge investment in infrastructure.  If we are to achieve a real change, the community must be brought into it as 
partners.   

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [8.45 pm]:  I am disappointed with the 
speech I have just heard, because the member for Riverton was talking about 2 000-year-old technology as if it 
were invented yesterday.  The technology the member has been talking about was invented by the Romans; it is 
not new technology.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  We must have forgotten it when we first came here. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  That is right.  Just to get up the member’s nose, which happens from time to time, I 
would point out that those initiatives that he talks about as happening in the community have been happening in 
regional areas, such as Beverley, for 30 years.  One of the problems is that when we get really good people, put 
them to work but give them no outcome, they burn out.  The type of people the member was talking about have 
been around for 170 years.  Those people have always cared about the environment and have always been 
concerned and pushed for this process.  To say that we have invented a system like that of Liege Street that runs 
down to the river is a nonsense.  It is a drop in the ocean.  That technology has been used worldwide for at least 
2 000 or 3 000 years.  The technology is fantastic, but we must get to a point in this state when it is done on a 
wholesale basis.  There must be a secondary system for water in Perth, as there is in London and many other 
places.  Other places in the world deliberately take run-off water and put it into recharge areas.  The matters the 
member has mentioned are true, because once water is allowed to go down through a recharge area it is purified.  
Mother nature does it for us.  In California and in many parts of Europe people have been doing this for many 
years.  When I have driven to Perth I have seen the small process on Riverside Drive, which is excellent but a 
pinprick in the map.  The method could be employed wholesale over Perth.  The member cannot argue about the 
equivalent volume of seven swimming pools of sewage going into the river, because it is a tiny amount.  It is the 
straw that broke the camel’s back. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  That is nonsense.   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  It is a tiny amount.   

Dr J.M. Edwards:  It did not break the camel’s back. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  That volume of sewage is nothing in comparison with dog manure and all the rest of 
the pollution that enters the river in stormwater.  That is where the core problem lies.  Until we start dealing with 
stormwater in a city like Perth, we will have significant problems.  Perth has the advantage of significant 
recharge areas.  The whole of Perth is a recharge area because the metropolitan area basically comprises sand.  
Stormwater could be diverted into icons of the state, such as Lake Monger, on a controlled basis, as is done in 
hundreds of other cities, and nature could be allowed to take its course.  The stormwater could be used for other 
purposes.  Perth is a beautiful leafy city that needs water.  That water could be supplied by a secondary system, 
and in fact it must be at some time in the near future.  The member did not talk about a process that will develop 
a secondary water system in Perth.  I remember from the campaign of two or three months ago that some 100 
gigalitres runs off the streets of Perth and out into the Indian Ocean, and great volumes of water get to the Indian 
Ocean via the Canning and Swan Rivers.  Why do we allow it?  Most other sophisticated cities go through a 
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process of planning so that water is captured and put through mother nature’s processes, which the member for 
Riverton said is fantastic stuff and was designed two or three years ago.  That is nonsense. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I did not. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  That was the implication.  He used the words “high tech”.  It was high tech 2 000 
years ago. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  You do not know what you are talking about. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I will debate the matter in public with him at any time he likes.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Mother nature, as you put it, does what?  What happens with water that falls on the ground 
under mother nature’s rules?   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  As usual the member is sitting there sucking his thumb and not listening to what I 
have said.  The argument is that the water needs to be captured and used in a secondary system. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  You mentioned mother nature’s processes.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  In the secondary system, it could be drained into a recharge area, existing 
recreational areas and lake systems.  It could be used straight away for public purposes.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  I think you have been making crop circles. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I think the member has been sniffing some of the oil that has been running down the 
drains; in fact, perhaps he is a drain.  It is very important that the state has a process to indicate that it will move 
to a secondary water system.  In the time that I have been here I have never seen a secondary water system plan 
for Perth.  It must happen.  As with power and water being put underground in new subdivisions, perhaps we 
could design a system in which the water does not go into a storm drain but in which there is an outcome for the 
water. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  So it is recycled. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Yes.  We cannot keep doing that.  We need to catch that water.  Many of the 
industrial areas both within and outside the metropolitan area are required to have stormwater drains.  That is for 
very good reason.  It is not to prevent the water from the industrial area running into a creek or a river, or 
whatever.  It is to catch the run-off from the roads.  That is a useful process.   However, we do not do anything 
with the water once it gets into the stormwater drains.  We need a process by which we can make ongoing use of 
that water.  It is pretty fundamental.  It is not rocket science.   

About three or four years ago I was at a local government meeting not far from where the Minister for the 
Environment used to live.  The red gums were flowering very heavily - it was a bit earlier than this; it was in 
March - and there was a debate about whether that meant it would be a wet year or a dry year.  As the minister 
would know, and as country people would know - the minister’s parents are a great example of good, solid 
country people -  

Dr J.M. Edwards:  The only reason you are saying that is they vote for you!   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  They are good people.  The minister would agree with me on that. 

Mr G. Snook:  The bees were going to be happy!   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  The argument was about whether it was going to rain.  The debate went on for a few 
minutes.  There happened to be a local Aboriginal councillor, and he was approached for his wisdom.  I will not 
mention his name, because it might embarrass him.  They asked him what it meant, and he said it meant there 
would be a bloody lot of gumnuts on the ground come winter.   

DR J.M. EDWARDS (Maylands - Minister for the Environment) [8.50 pm]:  That is a really good note for 
the member for Avon to finish on!   

I do not support the motion, and I will explain why.  I appreciate that the motion has been moved, and I am 
pleased to put my comments on the record and correct some of the things that have been said tonight.  I will start 
with the member for Carine’s exposé on sewage spills.  It was very interesting.  I have a report that was released 
in 2003 and that looked at what is euphemistically called waste water overflows in the Perth metropolitan area in 
the 12 years to June 2003.  That report found that in that time there were 143 spills, 62 of which impacted 
directly on the Swan and Canning Rivers.  If members work that out, they will find that is a rate of five spills per 
annum that have impacted directly on those river systems.  The member then went on to highlight seven 
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incidents over four and a bit years - that averages much less than what happened under the previous 
government -  

Dr J.M. Woollard:  It does not make it acceptable. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I totally agree.  None of these spills is acceptable.  However, we are the first government, 
and I am the first minister, that has had a department that has overseen the prosecution of the Water Corporation 
when these spills have occurred.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Big deal!  It is Caesar rendering unto Caesar, using taxpayers’ money!   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I think it is a big deal.  Members opposite are happy to come in here when they are in 
opposition and jump up and down about what we are doing, but they do not want to look at their own record and 
at the fact that they turned a blind eye when they were in government.  The Water Corporation is quite upset - 

Dr K.D. Hames:  When I was the minister, the Water Corporation was fined by either the Swan River Trust or 
the Water and Rivers Commission.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I am not aware of that.  We have prosecuted the Water Corporation under the 
Environmental Protection Act.  We have increased the penalties under the Environmental Protection Act.  We 
have introduced a new offence of environmental harm.  I have introduced new unauthorised discharge 
regulations that provide a high measure of protection to these water bodies.  I was somewhat dismayed when 
members opposite said during the election campaign that they wanted to wind back some of those changes to the 
Environmental Protection Act.  I hope members opposite never get the opportunity to do that.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Which ones?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Members opposite - the member for Warren-Blackwood in particular - were saying that 
they were concerned about the environmental harm provisions and wanted to wind them back.  Shame on them!  
How can they say they are serious about the environment when they have been saying in newspapers and 
statewide that the environmental harm provisions are too tough, and that if they get into government they intend 
to review them and wind them back? 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  A bit of back-pedalling is occurring now when a bit of pressure is being applied.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  After the wetlands have been farmed for 100 years!  Do not talk rubbish!   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I am pleased that the back-pedalling is coming on, because I was really dismayed -  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  If those wetlands have not been destroyed in the past 100 years, why would they be 
destroyed now?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Destroy the wetlands and protect the Swan and Canning Rivers!  That is very interesting.  
There are some serious internal contradictions in what members opposite are saying.   

The member for Carine asked what had happened with the charges.  Three of the charges for events that 
occurred in 2003 are progressing through the Magistrate’s Court.  The Water Corporation has pleaded not guilty.  
I understand - I may need to cheek this - that the maximum fine is between $250 000 and $500 000.  The spill in 
2004 is still being investigated by the environmental enforcement unit, as is the spill of last week.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  What a load of crap!   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  That is not even funny.  I thought the member for Warren-Blackwood was an adult. 

The member for Carine also asked about oxygenation.  That is occurring in the Canning River.  The member for 
Dawesville made reference to that.  It appears at this stage that it is most successful over small stretches of river.  
With the recent outbreak of Karlodinium - an algal bloom - in the upper parts of the Swan River -  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  What was that? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Karlodinium.  Does the member want me to spell it?   

Mr A.D. McRae:  It is Latin.  He would not understand it.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  In fact, its full name is Karlodinium micrum.  I asked the Swan River Trust whether 
oxygenation would work over that stretch of the river, and I was informed that it was unlikely to be successful 
because that area of the Swan River is much wider than the Canning River, and also the flow is different.  I 
understand that an increase in oxygenation has occurred in the Canning River recently to try to prevent the 
blooms that are occurring.  It has been successful to some extent, but not entirely.  I think that is because of the 
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nature of the bloom.  It is a similar situation with Phoslock.  That is a fantastic invention.  Every Western 
Australian can be proud of that.  It is an invention that scientists from our own government agencies have helped 
put together, in conjunction with the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation.  Phoslock 
has continued to be applied, particularly in the Canning River, and also in other parts of the state.  It works well, 
but it is very expensive.  An alternative is being investigated.  I understand that it has worked fairly well in the 
laboratory, and we are doing further trials to see whether it will work as well in the broader river.  The first trial 
that was carried out in the broader river did not work particularly well, but it seemed as though that might be due 
to the windy conditions as much as the nature of the product, so more trials will be carried out on that. 

The member for Dawesville asked what had happened to the extra $15 million that had been injected into the 
Swan River Trust as announced in January 2004.  I will quickly run through that.  The first major project that has 
benefited from that money is the riverbank foreshore restoration program.  This is a program that we promised 
when in opposition, and I was delighted when we were elected in 2001 to roll out that program.  We have put 
extra funds into that program, and in 2004-05, 23 projects have been funded from this program.  These programs 
have been up and down the length of the Swan River.  The first project that was funded under this program in 
2001 was in the member for Alfred Cove’s electorate.  I am delighted with the way in which local government 
has been working with us on these projects.  We have been able to stretch the money a lot further because of the 
excellent work that has been done by government, often in kind.  We have also put extra money into the drain 
rehabilitation and nutrient stripping program.  We have been able to undertake a number of projects.  Perhaps the 
most significant project to date is the constructed wetland at the Liege Street drain on the Canning River.  I urge 
members who are interested to look at that.  Yes, member for Avon, some of this technology is old, but what we 
are doing with these engineering interventions is very carefully working through what we put where, and then 
carefully evaluating it to see precisely what works and what does not work.  There is a mixture of art and science 
in the interventions. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  What technology has the government put in and what is the end result for phosphate 
reduction? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  We cannot say as yet because we have not had a full winter in which it has been 
operational.  We are ensuring we have the monitoring so we know what happens before and after.  For example, 
water flows in from the car park at the Westfield Carousel shopping centre.  We are putting in all types of 
pollutant traps to catch the pollutants before they enter the system.  My understanding is different from that of 
the member for Riverton.  I thought we had some artificial product as well as the naturally occurring soils that 
could absorb some of the nutrients as they flow through the area.  The flow will be slowed and further traps will 
be located at the end of it.  It has been carefully engineered and a number of different modalities have been put 
together to see how we can get the greatest decrease in nutrients. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  You have done two of the three things I suggested.  The traps have been introduced.  What is 
in the system that takes out the phosphate? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I am not sure but I will find out for the member.  I believe there is something because we 
were looking at both nutrient streams. 

An opposition member:  Phoslock. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I will talk about Phoslock in a minute. 

Other works are due to start.  In fact, work on the Anvil Way compensating basin will start next week.  Works 
for the Bickley Road compensating basin are also being finalised and should start before winter.  There are a 
number of interventions directly into drains.  On top of that, we have continued to apply Phoslock.  There has 
been a continuous application of Phoslock into the Mill Street drain.  We are evaluating the impact of that as a 
continuous injection. 

We have also put in place a good and quite detailed monitoring and evaluation program because it is important to 
make sure that, in spending a lot of money on the interventions, we get a return and we know what works best in 
particular situations. 

Concerning other nutrient reduction proposals, the government advertised nationwide and has since received 
submissions.  They are still being evaluated by the Swan River Trust.  The government has some measures in 
place and is looking further afield to see what is around that is innovative that can be used here.  Most 
importantly, we have set up a monitoring and evaluation program to make sure we know what happens, where 
and why it happens, and how we can best spend taxpayers’ money to get the best outcomes in other spots. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  How much of the $15 million has been spent so far? 
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Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I can get those figures for the member; I do not have them with me.  

Other money was spent on increased support for community works.  From that, the Swan Alcoa Landcare 
Program was boosted.  The government was able to get Alcoa to recommit to providing funding to the program.  
In January this year, 95 projects were successful in being funded by the program, and they are now being 
undertaken.  Most relevant to the member for Dawesville, the government has built on the Swan-Canning 
Cleanup Program.  The government is currently formally evaluating the program, which should be completed by 
the middle of the year.  The government knows it has been a successful program but it wants to undertake the 
evaluation to see how the program can be further improved to obtain an even better outcome. 

New money was also spent on community awareness.  I hope members are aware of the Great Gardens program.  
Approximately 5 000 people have attended free workshops in the suburbs to learn about how to get better 
gardens that are more river-friendly by using less fertiliser and water. 

One of the other major initiatives undertaken is to look at the legislation that covers the Swan and Canning 
Rivers and draft a new bill, which is currently available for comment until the end of April.  The new legislation 
will seek to restructure the Swan River Trust and increase community membership.  It will look at providing 
environmental targets for ecological and community benefits and the amenity of the river.  It will enable formal 
partnership agreements between state and local governments and the community.  It will establish the Swan-
Canning River park, which will consist of the waterways and the adjacent crown land reserves.  It will vest the 
river bed of the Swan and Canning Rivers in the trust to ensure there is better integration across government of 
the activities that are occurring.  It will also streamline controls on waterway and riverside developments.  I was 
delighted to hear that the member for South Perth supported the legislation.  We look forward to that support.  
However, there are some contentious parts of the legislation.  One of them is river protection notices.  Some 20 
to 30 years ago people became very concerned about the Swan River.  During that time the rubbish tips on the 
edge of the river were closed and industry that discharged into the river was stopped.  There was then a phase of 
licensing people and determining what happened in catchments.  A truer catchment management approach was 
taken.  The member for Dawesville and I have been directly involved in that process.  We need to look at some 
of the diffuse matters coming into the river and better manage them.  That will be difficult.  Already some local 
governments are raising concerns about what is in the legislation.  The government is determined to push 
forward.  The government will receive feedback from all stakeholders and there will be further consultation on 
the bill.  It is important that the community know what is in the bill before it is presented to this house.  If the 
opposition supports the bill, the government would be delighted with that outcome.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  What bill is that? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The new Swan River bill.  It gives greater powers. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  On the infill sewerage program, will the minister responsible ensure that the drainage systems 
do not affect the river system? 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Why not prosecute him for not doing that? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  He wants some prosecutions, but not others! 

The Minister Assisting the Minister for Water Resources wants to make some comments.  He is more equipped 
to answer some of those questions.  I can reassure members that the Water Corporation targeted the most 
environmentally sensitive areas first.  I am informed that all those environmentally sensitive areas have been 
considered.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  Not in Falcon. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I understood that the timetable of when those areas were to be addressed had been 
provided to the member in the other place who asked the question about the mixed attribution of quotes.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  The mixed attribution of quotes? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The member for Dawesville understands; I do not think we will go there. 

Mr G. Snook:  Has any work been done on the impact of tips in leaching?  It is an issue. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  It is one of the legacies of 175 years of settlement up and down the Swan and Canning 
Rivers.  What did people do?  The course of the river was altered, as were catchments in the electorate of the 
member for Avon.  The flows, particularly in the Canning River, were altered.  The flow has been cut by 90 per 
cent.  The catchments and edges of the river were cleared.  A lot of fertiliser was applied because of sandy soils 
and poor nutrient-holding capacities.  A lot of water was applied because of the sandy soil and because water 
runs straight through it.  We now have the legacy of that.  Part of the legacy is the nutrient-rich groundwater that 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 April 2005] 

 p652b-690a 
Mr John Day; Mr John McGrath; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Bob Kucera; Mr Tony Simpson; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr 
David Templeman; Mr Peter Watson; Mr John Kobelke; Ms Katie Hodson-Thomas; Dr Kim Hames; Mr Tony 

McRae; Mr Max Trenorden; Dr Judy Edwards; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Murray Cowper; Dr Graham Jacobs 

 [36] 

comes through even when conditions are very dry.  In fact, it is sometimes much more concentrated in drier 
conditions.  We have had dry winters over the past three to four years.  It is a big problem.  A huge amount of 
nutrients are bound up in the sediments.  Even in areas that have reticulated sewerage and a high proportion of 
public connection to the system, there is the legacy of nutrients flowing through from the old septic tanks and 
night soil dumps.  I wish there were some big pill or injection for the river that would magically make it perfect.  
That is not possible.  We need to continue the work that governments have progressively undertaken over time.  
That includes engaging as many people as possible and having a number of different programs and fronts 
working towards the one solution of getting the rivers much healthier.   

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [9.10 pm]:  I support the amendment to the motion - 

. . . that the state government has completely failed to manage the health of the Swan River and as a 
result has put the river’s aquatic, bird and plant life at serious risk of short and long-term harm and in so 
doing is ensuring that future generations of Western Australians will not be able to enjoy the Swan 
River 

I have just gone back one year to examine some of the problems of the Swan River.  On 20 March 2004, an 
article in The West Australian headed “Algae fears in Swan” stated - 

Algae in the Swan River could kill hundreds of thousands of fish again this year. 

. . .  

Swan River Trust river manager Jane Latchford said the algae levels and fish kills were following a 
similar pattern to last year.  

An article in The West Australian on 29 April 2004 stated - 

The Swan River Trust is investigating the source of a 20-litre diesel spill near the Royal Perth Yacht 
Club yesterday.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Was that 20, or 20 000 litres? 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It probably was meant to be 200, or 2 000.  There was a misprint in the newspaper.   

Dr J.M. Edwards:  Can you just go over that again? 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The diesel fuel was spilt near the Royal Perth Yacht Club in April 2004.  The next 
incident was reported in The West Australian on 27 October 2004.  The article stated - 

The equivalent of two Olympic-sized swimming pools of sewage - 2.5 million litres - was dumped in 
the Swan River 10 days ago in what has become the river’s worst recorded contamination.  

On Saturday 27 November 2004, an article in The West Australian, headed “Trial delay likely on sewage spills”, 
stated - 

The Water Corporation has pleaded not guilty to charges that it caused 1.3 million litres of raw sewage 
to foul the Swan River at Guildford in 2003.  But the trial might not be held until after March 2006 
because the court diary has no room for a six-week hearing. 

That article was interesting, given that the minister is now saying that the government will charge the Water 
Corporation.  When will she lay charges? 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  I have already laid the charges.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The minister has known about these problems with the Swan River since she came into 
government, and we have experienced repetitive problems.  On 20 April 2005, The West Australian, under the 
heading “State accused of ignoring EPA’s advice on Swan River”, stated - 

It is the third year the algae has flared, killing hundreds of thousands of fish.  

Last April, in response to Environment Minister Judy Edwards’ request for advice, the EPA 
recommended the Government review how it managed drainage in the Swan-Canning catchment.  

On 22 April an article appeared headed “Pipe workers blamed for river sewage spill”.  It stated - 

Contractors confused a drainage pipe with a sewage pipe and that caused a sewage spill the size of 
seven backyard pools in the Swan River in South Perth on Wednesday . . .  

The articles go on and on, and basically they are saying that the Swan River has been showing signs of distress 
for many years.  An article on 23 April 2005 stated - 
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The frequency of the distress signals sent by the Swan River - big numbers of fish floating belly-up and 
algal blooms - are warnings that it is in deep and continuing trouble.  

Last year, the Premier and the Minister for the Environment announced the Swan River as Perth’s premier icon.  
A photograph appearing in The West Australian on 23 April 2005 carried the caption “Our top icon: home to raw 
sewage, algae, dead fish and broken promises”.  A few minutes ago the minister was talking about the 
$15 million that the government promised last year to help clean up the Swan River.  After the minister had 
announced this $15 million promise, an article in The West Australian, on 23 April 2005, stated - 

Nine algal blooms and two raw sewage spills later, conservationists and the public are rightly left 
wondering: What happened? 

. . .  

It said that as well as high levels of nitrogen and phosphorus which fed algal blooms, urban drains such 
as the Mill Street drain in the City of Canning regularly released contaminants such as lead, zinc and 
copper at concentrations above national guidelines and other sites recorded acute levels of hydrocarbons 
. . .  

The State Government and the Water Corporation are loath to say what it will cost to fix the Swan’s 
problems but Swan River Trust aquatic science manager Malcolm Robb estimates it could be up to 
$12 million just for the Mill Street drain . . . It would cost about the same for similar action in the 30 
other sub-catchments of the Swan-Canning system.  

The $15 million announced last year with all the grandeur by the minister was just peanuts.  It was smoke and 
mirrors.  Nothing has been done to help clean up the Swan River.  Rightly, I believe, the government took the 
heritage portfolio away from the minister because of the terrible job she was doing with that portfolio, and left 
her with the environment portfolio.  We have seen one problem after another.  The minister was right when she 
mentioned Alfred Cove before.  We are almost surrounded by the river.  The river passes through two-thirds of 
my electorate, from Point Walter to the Mount Henry Bridge.  I look at the problems occurring in the Swan 
River and people ask me what is being done.  I reply that unfortunately the Minister for the Environment does 
not stand up in the party room, and until she starts to stand up nothing will happen to the Swan River.  The Swan 
River will just get worse and worse.  As we have seen in the past few years, there will be continual release of 
sewage into the river, continual algal blooms and warning signs placed beside the river.  It is very disappointing, 
particularly when many people in the community believed in the government’s promises that it would care for 
the environment.  This government got across the line on environmental issues, and the minister has done 
nothing to assist.  It took the government four years to get its forest policy through, but what has it done for the 
Swan River? 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  We will take back the project in your electorate, if you want.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I thank the minister.  Does this mean that if I speak up she will make my community 
suffer?  If I point out what she is not doing, will my community suffer?  My community is already suffering, as 
are all the other communities in the metropolitan area. 

This is a good amendment.  The minister has not managed the Swan River.  She has had advice from experts, 
who have told her that if she is to do anything for the Swan River, she needs to put money -  

A member interjected. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  That is right.  That is not happening and has not happened.  However, I hope that as a 
result of motions such as this, the community will start to lobby her a bit more to keep the promises that she has 
made, so that it is not just window-dressing that she is applying.  The minister should get down and do 
something about the problems so that the Swan River is preserved for generations to come. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [9.20 pm]:  I have listened intently to what has been said about what is being 
done for the Swan River.  I spent my formative years swimming in the Swan River around Goodwood Parade 
and what is now the Burswood Casino.  I am particularly familiar with what happened to the tip, which is where 
the Burswood Casino and the Burswood Park Golf Course are now located.  However, I draw a direct 
comparison with what is happening in the waterways of the Peel district.  It concerns me when we draw on the 
experiences in the Swan-Canning catchment and consider how that transposes to the future of the Peel waterway.  
I have been appointed the opposition spokesperson on the Peel region.  Since winning the seat of Murray, I have 
had no end of people canvassing me about issues with and problems experienced in the waterways, specifically 
the Serpentine and Murray Rivers.  It concerns me greatly to see that the lessons learnt from experiences with the 
Canning and Swan Rivers are not being transposed to the waterways in the Peel region.  If people call the Swan 
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River the icon of the Perth region, certainly the waterways in the Peel and Harvey estuaries would be up there 
with many Western Australians’ birthright to go down to the water and catch a crab.  The member for 
Dawesville reliably informs me that the crabs in the waterways down there have been diminished somewhat.  It 
may be anecdotal to suggest the causal factor for that.  However, there is a lot of anecdotal evidence around, and 
certainly some scientific evidence, to suggest that the lessons from experiences with the Swan River are not 
being learnt and that in fact the problems are being duplicated in a number of ways, specifically with a lot of 
issues that are similar. 

It is apparent that various groups have proliferated in the Peel region.  Without going into a long list of those 
groups, there is certainly the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council and the former Peel Inlet Management Authority, 
which I understand was replaced by this government with a number of other organisations.  A lot of the 
responsibility that was formerly taken on by the Peel Inlet Management Authority has been devolved to local 
government authorities.  Specifically, I am talking about the Shire of Murray, which I understand has an 
environmental officer who regularly tests the Murray River.  Frankly, some of the evidence that has been 
gathered over the past five years is of great concern to not only those people who live in the Peel region but also 
those from the metropolitan region who visit our wonderful waterways.  The local environmental officer makes a 
point of testing the water for various bacterial indicators.  I will read the first paragraph of a document I have 
with me so that we understand what is occurring.  It states - 

Council’s Environmental Health Services section has been conducting monthly routine sampling of the 
Murray River over the last five years in order to assess the bacteriological quality of the water for 
comparison to the Australian Guidelines for Recreational Use of Water.  Prior to this time sampling was 
undertaken by the then called Peel Inlet Management Authority. 

A number of places have been tested along the way.  For members who are not familiar with them, I will touch 
on them quickly.  There is Pelicans Deli, which is situated in South Yunderup.  Another place is the Ravenswood 
Hotel, which I imagine a large number of people would be familiar with.  Certainly, our former Leader of the 
Opposition, the member for Cottesloe, came down to the area during the election campaign and told us of his 
memories of swimming in that part of the river when he was a young person.  He also commented on the fact 
that that is not something he would do today, given that the condition of the river has deteriorated significantly in 
recent times.  The other locations are Murray River Bend, where my uncle and auntie live and with which I am 
quite familiar; the Pinjarra boat ramp, which is virtually in the centre of Pinjarra; the Coolup Bridge, which is 
further south towards Waroona; and the Dwellingup Bridge, which clearly is in Dwellingup.  These locations 
have been trapped over a number of years.  Two types of bacteria have been used as indicators.  The first is the 
enterococci, and the second one relates to the coliforms.   

The recreational water guidelines - the Australian standard - have also been mapped and charted in the evidence 
I have in front of me.  One does not have to be a scientist to see that the bacteria count levels far exceed safe and 
acceptable levels.  According to the chart, the acceptable level for enterococci, for instance, is about 35 parts per 
100 millilitres.  On a number of occasions in recent times, the enterococci count has been well in excess of 
3 500.  Without doing the calculation, that is in the vicinity of 1 000 times more than the acceptable level.  A 
number of the causes of this problem are ones that we have seen perpetuated and mirrored in the Swan and 
Canning River catchments.  I should add that these organisms are derived from livestock, farming activities, 
domestic animals, sewerage effluent and wildlife.  They are generally associated with rainfall, which leaches 
them into the river system.   

Although this is a complex issue and there are a number of ways in which this specific problem can be 
addressed, one of the issues that was looked at going back a number of years to try to alleviate this problem was 
the infill sewerage program.  It is my understanding that in 1994, $800 million was allocated over 10 years for an 
infill sewerage program.  That was to deal with more than 111 000 households in Perth and the country regions 
that previously relied on septic systems.  They were to be connected to deep sewerage.  As I said, a number of 
people have canvassed my office since I have been elected to the seat of Murray.  Of course, many of the issues 
remain unresolved.  In particular, one relates to those people in the Peel region who have had reticulated 
sewerage systems put in place but who have not been compelled to connect to them.  The figure that has been 
presented to me is that 239 homes have still not been connected to a sewerage system that has been put in place.  
However, the government, through the Water Corporation, has not compelled those people to connect to the 
system.  My understanding is that connection is at the householders’ expense, and that people are generally given 
about five years to comply with the system.  Further anecdotal evidence suggests that each septic tank has the 
potential to discharge about 18 kilograms of nitrogen and four kilograms of phosphorous into the ground water 
each year.  The infill sewerage program was designed to significantly address that issue.  I acknowledge that a 
number of issues compound the problem of nutrients in the water system, but I thought attending to this issue 
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would have been a priority for the government.  The infill sewerage program extends across the metropolitan 
area.  My good friends in Mullaloo explained to me some time ago that they have been put on the infill sewerage 
program, which is fantastic for people who live in the northern part of the metropolitan area.  However, I am a 
little concerned about the government’s priorities with the infill sewerage program.  Mullaloo is a great place 
and has a limestone and beach sand base close to the coast, yet the deep infill sewerage program has been 
provided in the area.  Areas around the rapidly expanding Mandurah and Peel regions and a number of places on 
the Swan and Canning Rivers are not being addressed or targeted as areas of priority. 

Issues have arisen in certain sections of my electorate on the Serpentine River.  For example, it was evident that 
a water treatment plant in the vicinity of Gordon Road was leaching into the ground water.  Consequently, the 
government of the day put in place a deep sewerage program and a scheme water program to sections of Gordon 
Road and Mulga Drive that are the in the low leaching areas that flow into Lake Goegrup and the Serpentine 
River.  As documented on a number of occasions - people will tell members about this, and the member for 
Mandurah will be familiar with this matter - a number of important issues will impact on this rapidly growing 
area.  Infrastructure will be required to address future threats in the face of this rapid growth and a perpetuation 
of leaching into the waterways. 

I was making my way along Gordon Road just the other day in my trusty four-wheel-drive ute, and I saw a chap 
hitchhiking.  I stopped to lend assistance, as one does in those areas, and he informed me that he had bogged his 
car during a fishing trip along the Serpentine River.  I had a few moments to spare and a chain in my ute, so I 
gave him a tow from the bog.  He told me that he had been fishing the area for a number of years, and that it was 
a favourite haunt for bream.  I mentioned there had been some testing of the waterways and that the test results 
would be rather alarming to anyone considering catching a fish with a view to eating it, assuming that the 
bacteria have a way of permeating the fish.  He said, “Come and have a look at this.”  After extracting him from 
the bog, we walked up to a section of the river and he showed me an algal bloom that stretched as far as the eye 
could see either way up the river.  That was alarming.  I hark back to the lessons learned with the Swan and 
Canning Rivers.   

I heard the minister mention that some additional funding has been directed to the Swan River Trust, which I 
support and believe is the way to go.  I am keen to see the detail of the support for the Swan River Trust.  I 
would like to see similar support provided in the Peel region.  I made a preliminary investigation of a recent draft 
report released for public comment that came with a glossy DVD and other bits and pieces.  I noted that at the 
back of the booklet were 29 recommendations.  These were called 29 “priority projects” for the area to be 
conferred in order of importance listed from one to 29.  One of the projects was the establishment of a Peel 
waterways institute, which I suggest would be something similar to the Swan River Trust.  I know the minister 
has been down to the Murray River area, and is familiar with its issues.  I strongly request that the minister give 
consideration to creating a body in the Peel region similar to the Swan River Trust, and that the lessons learnt by 
the Swan River Trust be cross-pollinated to the body to examine issues relating to the waterways around the Peel 
region.  The minister could perhaps get ahead of the game and deal with the issues before the current situation 
becomes worse. 

I note from Hansard that questions were asked on this matter by the member for Murray-Wellington in the 
previous Parliament, Mr John Bradshaw.  Some correspondence has moved backward and forward between 
various government departments with some portion of responsibility for waterways.  My understanding is that a 
number of government organisations and local government authorities are important to the management of the 
Peel waterways.  I refer to the Water and Rivers Commission, the City of Mandurah, the Murray Shire, the Peel-
Harvey Catchment Council and a number of volunteer groups that concerned members of the public have formed 
to look at this issue.  I wish to see a holistic approach taken to this problem.  I would like to see lessons learned 
and such waterway organisations extended to operate in the Peel region. 

I might add that the infill sewerage program that was initiated in 1994 has now been stretched out to 2009.  
Instead of a 10-year program, it is now a 15-year program.  Therefore, in effect, it loses one-third of its efficacy, 
if members like.  I think the importance of this program has been lost to a degree.  It should be revisited.  I 
strongly ask that the relevant minister - 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Would you like to explain what you mean by lost efficacy? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  The previous Court government initiated an infill sewerage program with $800 million 
funding over 10 years from 1994 to 2004.  As I understand it - correct me if I am wrong, minister - the capital 
works allocation has now been extended to 2009.  The biggest environmental action ever undertaken by the state 
has been stretched out by the Gallop government with the infill sewerage program that was to be completed in 
2004 now to be completed in 2009. 
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Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The point of my interjection was the claim that the program’s efficacy, its effect, has been 
halved. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Reduced by a third, I said. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  What do you mean by reduced efficacy? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  It has not been implemented; it has been stretched out from 10 years to 15 years.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I asked what’s the efficacy?  What does it achieve?  

MR M.J. COWPER:  The program achieves less effect from effluent from 290 000-odd households not on an 
infill sewerage program.  We face rapid expansion over the next five years.  Therefore, one can only hazard a 
guess at how many homes are being built at Stake Hill and Parklands and other areas that -  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  They are all required to be sewered under new development requirements. 

MR M.J. COWPER:  Some of those developments have been established.  I have made some preliminary 
investigations, and some are not on septic systems that are biofriendly.  I believe some use a particular 
biofriendly sewerage system.  Others are simply of the old style - the old septic system.  Evidence suggests that 
the five years required to implement this policy will result in additional leaching into the rivers.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is not true.  All the areas that are not environmentally acceptable have been sewered. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I do not believe that to be the case and I am asking the government to revisit it.   

I also encourage the government to revisit section 58 of the act that compels owners and occupiers to connect to 
the sewerage system.  I understand that the government has been sending out letters every four years or four 
years and nine months, and I suggest that be expedited to relieve the pressure on the system. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.41 pm]:  As I mentioned in my maiden speech, this is a subject that is 
close not only to my heart, but also to the hearts of my constituents.  

The member for Alfred Cove said that the Swan River takes up two-thirds of her electorate.  The same applies to 
the South Perth electorate.  Two-thirds of that electorate is bordered by the Swan and Canning Rivers.  Many 
South Perth constituents learned to swim at the Como beach and have fished in the Swan and Canning Rivers 
around South Perth.  Many people have enjoyed swimming in the river, and when they consider what is 
happening to it they are as distressed as other people in the Perth community.   

I will not be as hard on the Minister for the Environment as some of my colleagues because fixing the Swan 
River involves trying to fix 100 years of damage.  The member for Avon said that we should be collecting the 
stormwater and the member for Riverton spoke about the work being carried out in the small drains that lead into 
the Canning River.  They are admirable ideas, but the problem with the river is greater than that.  When one 
reads in the newspaper that 800 fish have died in the upper reaches of the river, one thinks about the times that 
people fished in the river and took the fish home to feed the family.  Now the fish are dying because of toxic 
problems.  This problem has been brought about by the infill around the metropolitan area.  The sewerage 
network in South Perth is very old and there are big problems, such as seepage.  It is infrastructure that must be 
examined.  It is a big project. 

Tonight, I heard one member speak about a report that said fixing one drain would cost $12 million.  The expert 
who was speaking said that 30 sites in the river needed to be fixed.  I calculated that to be worth $360 million.  
What the Minister for the Environment is trying to do through her department is fix the Swan River with a 
budget of $15 million.  That illustrates the enormity of the problem that we, as members of Parliament, face with 
the responsibility we have for this state and city.  It will not be an easy fix, and bandaid solutions will not work.  
A lot of money, together with scientific knowledge, must be put into this project.   

The state is awash with money and it is doing better than any other state in Australia.   

Mr J.R. Quigley:  Because of four years of Labor government. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Four years of Liberal federal government has also helped with the prosperity of this state.  
This state is awash with money and these two icons must be saved.  They will not be saved by spending just 
$15 million on the two rivers.  The money must be found from somewhere and the right advice must be 
obtained. 

Dredging is something I have often thought about, but I am not a scientist.  Maybe the scientists can be asked 
how to fix it.  People at the golf courses, the farms, in the upper reaches of the Swan and the racecourses can be 
educated not to pour nutrients into the river.  I applaud the minister for giving the Swan River Trust greater 
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powers to fine people who, through their neglect and mismanagement, pollute the river.  It is a serious matter.  
Fining the water department will not serve much purpose at all, because the taxpayers are being robbed of more 
money.  Money is being taken from one government department and given to another.  What will that do?  It will 
be a bigger impost on the taxpayer, even though, generally, penalties must be in force and they must be imposed. 

In the short term, this Parliament should appoint a select committee to investigate the future of the rivers.  The 
rivers must be fixed, not for the next 10 years but the next 100 years.  A far-sighted and long-term approach must 
be taken and the government must come up with the money to achieve this end.  First, the biggest and most 
exhaustive examination of the river system must be undertaken.  It is a serious issue and will be an enormous 
task for whoever is appointed to do that.   

This house should seriously look at appointing a select committee to investigate the river system.  This issue will 
not go away.  If nothing is done, it will be talked about in this Parliament for the next 50 years.  There must be 
answers.   

Members recall what happened to the Mandurah estuary.  I think it was the Burke government that had the 
Dawesville Cut constructed.  No-one had ever thought of it and all of a sudden it was done and it helped to flush 
out the nutrients and breathe life back into the estuary.  Obviously it has not solved all the problems, but it has 
done something. 

More can be done for the Swan River than just fixing a few waterways coming into it.  It involves a bigger 
project.  Modern engineering is capable of these things.  This is something the Parliament must look at seriously.  
The Liberal Party certainly supports it and I would like the minister to take that on board and perhaps go to the 
next party meeting and get more money out of the Treasurer.  In the long term, the Parliament or government 
that comes up with a solution to save the rivers will go down in history for having done a wonderful service to 
the state. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [9.50 pm]:  I shall make some brief comments on the 
motion, and then answer a couple of questions that were raised by members in the debate.  The motion is another 
example of opposition members either simply wanting to play politics or again not having done their homework.  
The motion refers to the state government having completely failed - I paraphrase - to manage the health of the 
Swan River, yet in the contribution by the two lead speakers who have taken a real interest in this matter they 
acknowledged that the government has taken a lot of positive action and built on initiatives started by the 
previous government.  The issue then is not one of failing to manage the health, but one of pursuing the 
rehabilitation of the Swan and Canning Rivers.  If there were the argument that perhaps we had not done it fast 
enough, it could be mounted, but that was not said in a major way.  Members were speaking about general 
issues.  The quality of the debate has been generally good, but it has not been based on a thorough knowledge of 
the details.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  That is rubbish.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I hope that members opposite will read some of the reports and take up the opportunities 
for briefings or ask questions in detail, so that they can learn a bit more about this whole range of issues.  This 
government has put a lot more resources and a lot more effort into trying to rehabilitate the Swan and Canning 
Rivers.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  That is rubbish.  You have removed the infill sewerage program.  You are the Minister 
Assisting the Minister for Water Resources.  How many houses are yet to be connected to the infill sewerage 
program? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition, by his very interjection - I am happy to take his 
interjection - shows that he simply does not have a clue of what he is talking about. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  You put it on the record - 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has to yell because he does not know what he is 
talking about.  The infill sewerage program across the whole metropolitan area had a whole range of objectives.  
The Liberals when in government espoused it as fixing the environment.  That was way oversold.  I put it to 
members that the biggest advantage of the infill sewerage program has been the planning potential that it has 
opened up with urban infill.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It has been a combination of a number of things, but you cut the program. 
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The chooks are cackling.  Away they go - cackle, cackle, cackle, because they do not 
know what they are talking about.  I had the advantage of serving on the select committee that examined the 
issue of ground water in Perth.  It became very clear that nutrient enrichment through septic tanks was a major 
contributor to the problems with ground water.  Much of the ground water, although not all of it, finds its way 
into the Swan River.  However, it does not do so past a certain mark where it goes into the ocean.  Putting infill 
sewerage into coastal suburbs has nothing to do with the river.  It is still good policy to try to do something about 
the long-term environmental effect.  We have put sewerage in.  We have not shut the septic tanks down, because 
that is another matter.  However, it will be decades and decades before the effect will flow through to the river as 
the ground water moves.  It is a very long-term process.  It is not as though it would have an effect on the river in 
five or 10 years should it be stopped now.  Obviously members opposite do not want any understanding of the 
realities of the situation. 

I want to comment briefly on the fact that the motion does not address the very real issues involving the Swan 
River.  As the Minister for the Environment has said, we are trying to undo 175 years of abuse and misuse of the 
Swan River.  That cannot be done quickly.  It is a very important job and we need to do as much as we can, but it 
is a very long-term process to which this government is very committed.  I also come to the issue of the sewage 
spill.  Clearly, as the minister responsible for the Water Corporation, I find sewage spills totally unacceptable.  It 
is not good enough that there were more spills during the Liberal time in government, because it is not 
acceptable to have sewage going into the river.  This government, through the Water Corporation, took action to 
do something about it.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Do you agree that the Water Corporation should be sued over it? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  If the empty gong stops clanging, it might listen and learn something instead of clang, 
clang, clang.  All the Deputy Leader of the Opposition does is clang, clang, clang, like an empty gong.  Those 
sewage spills are not acceptable.  The Water Corporation has set about addressing the problem through major 
expenditure to try to provide a much better guarantee that those spills into the river will not occur.  However, it is 
somewhat strange that the most recent spill involved work to put in systems to prevent spills.  I have only a 
preliminary report on it.  However, as people will be well aware, it has been suggested that the contractors 
connected the wrong pipe.  We will wait to see whether that is the full truth of the matter, but clearly it should 
not have happened and we need to make sure that the various processes are put in place to stop it happening.   

Dr J.M. Woollard:  How much is the major expenditure that you are saying the Water Corporation is making?  
The Water Corporation mentioned $15 million, and said there would be an equivalent amount for each of the 
other 30 pumping stations.  How much money is it putting in and how long will it take to fix the problem? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I said that I would make only a brief comment.  The cause of the latest spill related to 
protective work to prevent spills.  It has been suggested that the work the contractors were doing caused the spill 
because of their doing something that was incorrect, but we will wait for the report to see exactly what happened.  
As the Minister for the Environment has said, that is subject to an ongoing investigation.  We certainly reject the 
amendment on the basis that although there is a very important issue, the opposition would do better by not 
playing politics but by doing their homework so that we can build on the debate and have a better informed 
Parliament and community which are committed to putting in place programs to rehabilitate and protect the 
Swan River. 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [9.59 pm]:  I am still not entirely convinced.  As is the member for Alfred Cove, I am 
concerned that there has been some significant neglect of the Swan River.  To hear the Minister for the 
Environment talk one would think that the problem is almost too big or too hard.  Until we can outline the 
neglect, pay some attention to the problem and attend to the illness, as it were, this health icon, which is the 
lifeblood of Perth city, will perhaps go into resuscitation mode.  Many of the remarks made tonight seem to be 
tickling around the edges of the problem.  The ill-health of the Swan River is indicated in two areas.  One is the 
accidental spills that we have heard about tonight, which have been legion, and the other is the issue of natural 
drainage and how it results in the contamination of the Swan River.  We are now all au fait with the situation of 
the Coode Street spill, when the Water Corporation pumped 250 000 litres of sewage into the Swan River.  It 
seems as though the attitude is oops; that it is just another one.  The member for Alfred Cove outlined a list of 
occasions when the attitude seems to have been oops, what happened?  The government charged the Water 
Corporation.  The Water Corporation was fined.  The attitude is that that makes it now okay.  It is one 
government organisation fining another one.  That is supposed to satisfy members on this side of the house and, 
more importantly, the public of Western Australia.  It does not satisfy the people living in and around the Swan 
River catchment.  I am therefore a little surprised at the government’s approach to the problem of these spills and 
its almost acceptance that spills do occur and are inevitable.  I suggest to the house that they are not inevitable, 
and some attention needs to be given to these issues.   
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The member for Murdoch talked about E. coli and coliform counts in the Peel region.  We have also been 
informed about the E. coli counts in the Swan River, particularly in the Coode Street area in South Perth.  E. coli 
bacteria are bowel bacteria.  The accepted national limit is between seven and 400 of these bacteria per 100 
millilitres of water.  In the past couple of weeks the counts have been 4 000 of these bacteria per 100 millilitres 
of water.  That is 27 times the national limit.  It is either just too hard or inevitable! 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It is okay.  We will just sue the other government department.  That will fix it.   

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  Yes.  We will make it all better by just charging the department.  They have been naughty 
people, and they will not do it again.  However, they keep doing it.  There does not appear to be any 
accountability.  As the member for Roe, I am being faced with the environmental impacts of certain industry in 
the Recherche Archipelago and Esperance Bay.  If this event occurred in Esperance Bay, people would be rioting 
in the streets.  However, it seems to be acceptable just 700 metres off Coode Street in the South Perth water.   

One issue is accidental spills polluting the river.  The other issue is natural drainage.  Natural drainage, like 
accidental spills, contributes to the bacterial counts in the water.  These are essentially bowel bacterial counts, 
which are contributed to by drainage and by the washing of animal faeces into the waterways.  The other 
component of natural drainage is that it brings nitrogen and phosphorous into the waterways.  That contributes 
significantly to the growth of algal blooms, then the blooms take oxygen out of the water.  It is also one of the 
many contributors to fish deaths due to oxygen deprivation.  We have heard tonight that 31 drains from major 
catchment areas flow into the Swan River.  The actions that are required include foreshore restoration; drain 
rehabilitation, as we heard from a member this evening concerning the Bannister and Hawkesbury catchments; 
nutrient stripping works; and a drain management plan.  I was a little disappointed by the comments from the 
Minister for the Environment.  I was not convinced by the minister’s comments that the government really has a 
handle on this problem and is making a real commitment to some of the important, albeit expensive, 
infrastructure works that are required to make a significant impact on the problem of pollution of the Swan 
River.  We recognise that drain rehabilitation and foreshore restoration are important.  However, nutrient 
stripping and a drainage management plan, as well as sewerage infill, are also important issues.  We are not 
convinced that the government is taking on board these significant and serious issues and is moving to address 
some of these problems.  We need to attend to these issues.  An amount of $15 million is only a drop in the 
bucket.  As we have heard from the member for South Perth, the Mill Street catchment alone will cost 
$12 million.  It may too hard.  I do not know.  It may be too big.  It is very easy for experts to suggest how it can 
be done.  However, when it comes to the Swan River, we do not have the luxury of being able to sit on our 
hands.  We know how vital the Swan River is to the city of Perth.  As I have suggested, it is the lifeblood of the 
city.  There must be more resolve from the government to convince us and the people of Perth that it is serious 
about this issue.  We on this side of the house believe that this issue is not being taken seriously.  There are some 
serious areas of neglect, and they must be addressed. 

Amendment put and a division taken with the following result - 
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Ayes (20) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Mr P.D. Omodei Dr S.C. Thomas 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr J.H.D. Day Mr D.T. Redman Mr M.W. Trenorden 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Mr A.J. Simpson Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr R.F. Johnson Mr G. Snook Dr J.M. Woollard 
Dr E. Constable Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.R. Sprigg Dr G.G. Jacobs (Teller) 

Noes (26) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr N.R. Marlborough Mrs M.H. Roberts 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr R.C. Kucera Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr F.M. Logan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr J.M. Edwards Ms A.J. MacTiernan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr J.A. McGinty Ms M.M. Quirk Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr S.R. Hill Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich  
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper  

            

Pairs 

 Mr M.J. Birney Dr G.I. Gallop 
 Ms S.E. Walker Mrs C.A. Martin 
 Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mrs J. Hughes 
 Mr T.K. Waldron Mr M. McGowan 
 Mr B.J. Grylls Mr A.J. Carpenter 

Amendment thus negatived. 

Motion Resumed 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House).  

House adjourned at 10.10 pm 

__________ 
 
 


